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A ‘CLUCKING’ GOOD TIME

Siler City gears up for 
Spring Chicken Festival

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The mouth-watering 
smell of  fried foods, the laughter of  
children on a Ferris wheel, the sound 
of  guitars and harmonized vocals, ac-
companied with the sight of  colorful 
vendors’ tents with a wide array of  
goods will soon fill downtown Siler 
City. 

The town’s 5th annual Spring 
Chicken Festival — known for its 
“eggs-cellent” atmosphere, as well as 
its ability to bring thousands of  peo-
ple downtown — is set for Saturday, 
May 6. 

Siler City Parks & Recreation Di-
rector Jack Clelland hopes this year’s 

festival will be bigger and better than 
ever after the 2020 and 2021 events 
were canceled by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

“We anticipate somewhere around 
5,000 people, if  not more, to attend,” 

‘ALL ABOUT THE KIDS’

ClydeFest to bring joy  
of arts to local families

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Gilda McDaniel 
keeps games like “Mailbox Madness” 
and “Fowl Shot” in her garage all year 
round. Strewn next to the games are 
dozens of  painted wooden critters and 
beanbags of  all shapes and colors.

While she may sound like some kind 
of  hoarder, her garage is stocked in 
preparation for a single day each year: 
ClydeFest.

“This day stays with me all year,” Mc-
Daniel said. “It’s so special for so many 
reasons.”

McDaniel, who also serves as the 
board president of  the Chatham Arts 
Council, has assisted with the local arts 

festival for families for more than 20 
years, and her favorite day of  the year is 
quickly approaching. The event, which 
this year will be on Saturday, April 22,  
combines her three favorite things: her 
dear friend Clyde Jones — the name-
sake of  the festival — the Chatham Arts 
Council and Chatham County.

“The event follows the inspiration of  

Student-designed car ready to 
compete at N.C. Gravity Games

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Leah Riggsbee has 
always wanted to get thrown down a 
hill.

She’s about to get her chance.
Riggsbee is part of  the Chatham 

School of  Science & Engineering Grav-
ity Games team. The team designed, 
and will soon drive, a gravity-powered 
car to compete in the N.C. Gravity 
Games. 

The five-student Chatham County 
team is among the more than 50 teams 
from throughout the state slated to 
compete on Saturday, April 29, in 
downtown Lenoir as part of  the 10th 
running of  the N.C. Gravity Games, 
a STEM-education racing event 
sponsored by Google, Appalachian 
State University and the N.C. Science 
Festival.

Riggsbee, a CSSE sophomore, will be 
the driver behind the unique contrap-
tion the CSSE team devised. They call 
it “The Mouse Trap.” The triangular 
prism-shaped vehicle is meant to cut 
through the air and propel Riggsbee 
down the hills of  Lenoir, hopefully on 
her way to victory.

”I’m really excited for that hill,” she 
said. “I wanted to try something differ-
ent, this is definitely different.”

Driven designers
CSSE will be competing in the engi-

neering division, which means their 

car must be built from scratch, with 
their own sourced materials. While 
there are no specific requirements 
on used materials, the blueprints and 
final cars are subject to safety inspec-
tions. It also means the assembled car, 
weights, wheels, safety equipment and 
driver cannot exceed 300 pounds.

The team of  five — Riggsbee, 
sophomore Caden Bailey, sophomore 
Nickleus Castevens, sophomore Blake 
Green and freshman Dominick Pietry-
ga — was gifted $1,000 to build the car 

courtesy 
of  the 
More-
head 
Planetarium 
and Science Center 
in Chapel Hill. The 
funds have covered all necessary ex-
penses for the construction of  the car; 
leftover funds will go toward lodging, 
transportation and other Gravity 

CN+R Q&A

Maynor 
steps into 

Chief 
Deputy role
Says position is ‘about 

listening, nurturing’
BY BEN RAPPAPORT

News + Record Staff

From narcotics to special opera-
tions, when it comes to operations in 
the Chatham County Sheriff’s Office, 
Steve Maynor has done it all. 

The veteran officer has been on the 
force for more than 20 years, and last 
month he received a new title: Cha-
tham’s Chief  Deputy.

Maynor faces a variety of  challenges 
in his new role, including increased 
prevalence of  guns in schools, a rising 
opioid epidemic and managing crime 

in a county with a 
growing population 
when recruitment for 
police has struggled.

This week, we 
speak with Maynor 
about his new role, 
the history it carries, 
and his goals for the 
position. 

How did you get the appointment of 
Chief Deputy?

After the recent retirement of  Chief  
Deputy Tracy Kelly, I was appointed 
by Sheriff Mike Roberson to serve as 
his Chief  Deputy for the Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Office. I am thankful 
for the opportunity to serve the Office 
and the citizens of  Chatham in this 
capacity for Sheriff Roberson.

What are some of the responsibilities of 
your new role that differ from your previ-
ous work with the department? 

The responsibilities of  Chief  Dep-
uty are to support and assist Sheriff 
Roberson in managing the daily 
operations of  the Sheriff’s Office; to 
make strategic decisions within the 
Sheriff’s vision and goals for serving 
the citizens of  Chatham County; to act 
as a liaison for the office between the 
community and other agencies.

Previously, my role has been to 
manage personnel and resources 
within the Field Operations Team of  
the Sheriff’s Office. In my new role I 
will oversee the daily operations of  
the entire office, working closely with 
our leadership team. The Sheriff’s 
Office has a talented group of  men and 
women who serve this community 
every day. 

Maynor

‘LETTER FROM A BIRMINGHAM JAIL’

Pastors observe anniversary  
with reading of MLK Jr. letter

BY TAYLOR HEEDEN
News + Record Staff

This week marks the 60th anniversa-
ry of  the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
arrest in Birmingham, Alabama — one 
of  29 times the Civil Rights leader was 
jailed in the course of  coordinating 
protests, sit-ins and other such acts 
of  civil disobedience before his 1968 
assassination.

The Birmingham arrest, though, 
on April 12, 1963 — he’d violated an 
anti-protest injunction in what he 
described as “a faith act” — became 
particularly significant historically 
because of  what King did while jailed: 
he composed a letter from his prison 
cell in response to criticism from eight 
white church leaders who’d described 
him as an “outside agitator.” 

The Birmingham clergymen, writing 
in an open letter in a local newspaper, 

said King’s resistance and protest 
strategies in the South’s most segregat-
ed city were “unwise and untimely.”

King disagreed. 
His response, which came to be 

known as the “Letter from a Birming-
ham Jail,” became one of  the classic 
documents of  “the Movement” and is 
still published and read widely today. 
On Sunday, a group of  10 Chatham 
County pastors — some Black, some 
white — will participate in a reading of  
the letter in its entirety.

The reading, set for 5 p.m. via Zoom, 
is being presented by the Community 
Remembrance Coalition – Chatham 
and Chatham’s two NAACP branches 
in conjunction with the Chatham Com-
munity Library. 

“As Dr. King said, ‘Injustice any-
where is a threat to justice every-
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Martin Luther King Jr. in a 
photograph taken at Jefferson 
County Jail in Birmingham, 
Alabama.
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The blueprint for ‘The Mouse Trap,’ the car 
five Chatham School of Science & Engineering 
students will race when they compete in Lenoir 
on April 29.
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• Events are subject to change based 
on closures related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with organizers prior to 
events.

ON THE AGENDA
• The Chatham County Board of Com-
missioners will meet at 3 p.m. on Mon-
day, April 17, for a work session at the 
• Chatham County Agriculture & Confer-
ence Center in Pittsboro. The regular 
session begins at 6 p.m.
• The Siler City Board of Commission-
ers will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
April 17, in the meeting room at town 
hall in downtown Siler City.
• The Chatham Soil & Water Conser-
vation District Board of Supervisors 
will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 13, 
at the Chatham County Agriculture & 
Conference Center (west side entrance) 
conference room. All meetings are open 
to the public. To be added to the agenda 
or for more information, please call 919-
545-8440.

OTHER
• There will be a ribbon cutting and 
open house at Coldwell Banker, How-
ard Perry and Walston - Pittsboro on 
Wednesday, April 19 from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. They are located at 32 Industrial 
Park Drive Suite 120. Mayor Cindy Perry 
will conduct the ribbon cutting at 11 a.m. 
Open house, beverages, and lunch will 
follow until 1 p.m.
• The Siler City Lion’s Club meeting for 
April at Dry Dock Seafood Restaurant, 
408 N. 2nd Avenue will be the 11th and 
25th at 6 p.m. Join the Siler City Lion’s 
Club. Come see how you can make a 
difference in the world and your local 
community. We meet the second and 
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. 
at Dry Dock Seafood. Together we serve! 
• Chatham Community Library, in 
recognition of Earth Day, will host 
Discovering Your Own Backyard, a brief  
guide into “North Carolina’s Natural 
World,” presented by PhD student Alexis 
Longmire. This event is free and open to 
the public, Thursday, April 13, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. in the Holmes Family Meeting 
Room 
• The Goldston Public Library is excited 
to announce the Goldston Book Club, ev-
ery 2nd Monday of each month, from 2 to 
3 p.m. Individuals who are interested in 
joining a book club can stop by the Gold-
ston Public Library. For the month of  
April, the Club is reading Dreamland by 
Nicholas Sparks. For more information 
about the Goldston and other Chatham 
County Book Clubs, visit the following 
link: https://www.chathamcountync.
gov/government/departments-pro-
grams-i-z/library/adult-services/
book- clubs-book-club-kits. --- Chatham 
Community Library is offering free 
in-person classes on Microsoft Pow-
erPoint and Facebook in April.  Class 
descriptions and a registration link can 
be found at www.chathamcountync.gov/
ComputerClasses. Call 919-545-8086 or 
email reference@chathamlibraries or for 
more information. --- Microsoft Power-
Point Basics, Part 1:  April 13, Thursday, 
3 p.m.  Learn how to create presentations 
and slide shows in Microsoft PowerPoint. 
This class is designed for the beginner. 
--- Microsoft PowerPoint Basics, Part 2:  
April 20, Thursday, 3 p.m.  Build on the 
concepts learned in Part 1. Create charts 
and tables, add video and audio, work 
with transitions and animations, and 
more. Participants should have prior ba-
sic experience with PowerPoint. --- Intro 
to Facebook: April 24, Monday, 3 p.m. 
Learn about the world’s most popular 
social network. We will be focusing on in-
dividual (personal) accounts in this class. 
--- Goldston Public Library Learn About 
Food at Your Library: Raising Good Eat-
ers, Thursday, April 20, 11:00 a.m. – noon. 
Registered Dietitian, Tara Gregory, from 
N.C. Cooperative Extension - Chatham 
County Center, will lead the presentation 
--- Goldston Public Library Earth Day 
Celebration, Friday, April 21, 10:30 – 11:30 
a.m. Goldston Public Library will host 
a series of activities in celebration of  
Earth Day. Families with children are 
welcome to participate in story time, 
followed by crafts, and a gardening ses-
sion. The gardening session will be held 
in the patio area of the library. Flowers 
and plants are provided by Mr. Hart’s 
Agricultural Classes at Chatham Central 
High.
• The Teen Advisory Board (TAB) of the 
Chatham Community Library announc-
es a Teen Poetry Contest. Local teens in 
grades 6-12 are encouraged to submit 
an original poem using any poetic form. 
Submissions will be accepted through 

April 15. Participants should email 
their submission to Kathleen Pierce, 
Youth Services Library Assistant and 
TAB advisor. TAB members will judge 
the submissions. Three $25 gift cards 
to McIntyre’s Books in Pittsboro will 
be awarded. Prizes for the Teen Poetry 
Contest are sponsored by the Friends of  
the Chatham Community Library. For 
more information, individuals may visit 
the Chatham County Public Libraries 
website www.chathamlibraries.org, or 
contact Youth Services at youth.ser-
vices@chathamlibraries.org.
• The League of Women Voters of 
Orange, Durham, and Chatham 
Counties invites the community to join 
us on Wednesday, April 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
for online discussion; How the Court 
System Works: Hear from Local Judges” 
about how the courts work, the kinds 
of cases they hear, how cases may have 
changed over the years, and more. Three 
distinguished guests will join us: Judge 
Allen Baddour of the Chatham and 
Orange Counties’ Superior Court, Judge 
Samantha Cabe of the Chatham and Or-
ange Counties District Court and Judge 
Shamieka Rhinehart of the Durham 
Superior Court. This online event is 
free and open to the public. Registration 
is required. Register here to join us on 
Wednesday, April 19, or register via out 
online calendar: https://my.lwv.org/
north-carolina/orange-durham-and-cha-
tham-counties-inc/calendar.
• Chatham County Public Libraries 
will offer two free sessions for commu-
nity members to learn about Medicare. 
“Medicare 101: Helping Medicare-El-
igible Customers Understand Their 
Options” is presented by LaTonya Nich-
olson, who is a Medicare consultant with 
BlueCross BlueShield of North Carolina. 
These educational sessions will help 
answer questions about Medicare plans. 
Medicare 101 at Chatham Community 
Library on Tuesday, April 18, from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m. in the Holmes Family Meet-
ing Room. Chatham Community Library 
is located at 197 NC-87, Pittsboro. Res-
idents may contact the library at (919) 
545-8084 or rita.vanduinen@chathamli-
braries.org for more information on this 
and other events and programs. Then, 
Medicare 101 at Goldston Public Library 
on Monday, April 24, from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. in the E. M. Harris Jr. Conference 
Room. Goldston Public Library is located 
at 9235 Pittsboro-Goldston Road. Resi-
dents may contact the library at (919) 
898-4522 or goldston.library@chathamli-
braries.org for more information on this 
and other events and programs.
• Applications available for Horton High 
School Alumni Association Scholarship 
for the 2023-2024 academic year. Descen-
dants of a Horton High School alumnus 
or attendee of Horton High School are 
eligible to apply. High school graduates, 
college students and graduate students 
are encouraged to apply. Application 
is on our website: hortonhighalumni.
com Click: Scholarship - Deadline for 
application is June 1. Text Helen Dark at 
919-548-4578 with your questions.
• Community Meals: St. Bartholomew’s 
Episcopal Church in Pittsboro distrib-
utes two meals each week for the benefit 
of the community. From 12 to 1 p.m. 
each Thursday, the Pittsboro Commu-
nity Lunch (in its 15th year!) provides 
healthy, ready-to-eat meals to all who 
come. Just arrive hungry! Then from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. each Tuesday, the Chatham 
Chuckwagon provides cooked/frozen 
entrees that are ideal for quick dinners. 
These meals are provided at no cost 
(although donations are welcomed!). Our 
volunteers invite you to join our efforts 
to preserve a caring and sharing com-
munity spirit. The church is located at 
204 W. Salisbury St., Pittsboro. For more 
information, call 919-542-5679.
• The Chatham County Historical 
Association conducts field trips of the 
museum and Historical Courthouse 
at 9 Hillsborough St., Pittsboro, for all 
Chatham County fourth-grade students. 
The public may help by making dona-
tions to go to the printing of the field trip 
workbook or by donating time as a field 
trip volunteer. For more information, 
call 919-542-6222.
• The Chatham Historical Museum’s 
permanent exhibits cover all aspects 
of Chatham’s unique history and are 
appropriate for adults and children. The 
museum is open Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. There 
is no admission fee. The museum is 
located in the historic Chatham County 
Courthouse in the Circle, 9 Hillsboro St., 
Pittsboro. We follow state/local mask 
and distancing guidelines. More info at 

chathamhistory.org.
• The Chatham Arts Council has put 
together a relief effort specifically for 
artists and arts-workers called CAARE: 
Chatham Artist and Arts-Worker Relief 
Effort. For more information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit ChathamArtsCouncil.
org.
• Second Bloom’s hours are from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday until Sat-
urday. We are now accepting spring 
and summer usedclothes, jewelry and 
accessories, in good and clean condi-
tion. Credit cards are accepted. We 
are located at 630 E. Street, Pittsboro, 
in the Food Lion shopping center. All 
proceeds provide support for survivors 
of  domestic violence and sexual assault 
and promote community education in 
collaboration with Chatham County.

• Foster and/or adoptive informa-
tion: Give children a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a Foster and/
or Adoptive parent? Call 919-642-6956 to 
learn more.
• Alcoholics Anonymous — North 
Carolina District 33, call the Help Line 
at 866-640-0180 for the meeting schedule 
for this area.
• Motorcycle Association — The 
Motorcycle Association for Chatham, 
Western Wake, Lee, Orange and Ala-
mance counties meets in Pittsboro and 
is open to all riders. For information, 
call 919-392-3939 or visit www.cha-
thamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous — For drug 
problems in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 1-800-721-8225 
for listing of  local meetings.
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The team we have 
is dedicated to serve 
with a servants’ heart 
making decisions with 
compassion and what’s 
best for all involved. We 
have a great leadership 
team who cares and 
understands both the 
community and the team 
we have recruited to 
serve you. The team we 
have strives everyday 
to abide by our mission 
statement: “To provide 
exemplary law enforce-
ment service achieving 
the Best Possible Result.” 

Together, we will 
continue to build on the 
positive relationships 
that bridge the Sheriff’s 
Office with the citizens 
of  Chatham. This allows 
us to serve you with 
a professional sher-
iff’s office that is the 
example for other law 
enforcement agencies 
to emulate. Together we 
will serve the citizens of  
Chatham County with 
professionalism while 

continuing our recruiting 
efforts to hire the best of  
the best. We will contin-
ue working to get our 
pay competitive for the 
market so we can recruit 
and retain the talented 
team we have working 
at the Sheriffs Office. We 
will maintain our path to 
accreditation, reviewing 
our policies and keeping 
them up to date with the 
constant changes in laws.

Why do you think you 
were selected for the po-
sition? What does this title 
mean to you? 

Sheriff Roberson made 
the appointment and 
I am honored for the 
opportunity to serve in 
this capacity. As for what 
this title means to me, it’s 
responsibility and what’s 
best for the Sheriff’s 
Office and the citizens 
of  Chatham County. 
The title is also about 
listening, nurturing and 
enhancing both our team 
and citizens as I take this 
journey, making sure 
what we as an Office are 
doing is right even when 
no one is looking. It’s 

about growing the next 
leaders and helping our 
team reach personal and 
professional goals. It’s 
about representing Sher-
iff Roberson with profes-
sionalism and integrity 
holding myself  and our 
team accountable to the 
policies, procedures and 
goals we are entrusted to 
with our oaths of  office. 

What’s sustained you in 
your career — what keeps 
you going, what do you 
love (and maybe don’t love) 
about the job? 

What I believe has 
sustained me in my 
career begins with how 
we were raised growing 
up and having a mom 
and dad who believed in 
me and my brother. They 
challenged us to try new 
things, be committed to 
the things we did do and 
to not quit when we felt 
pressure. 

As kids, our parents 
did not jump around with 
jobs. They were commit-
ted and gave their all each 
day even in tough times. 
As I began my career, 
I relied on what we ob-

served in our family and 
instilled the same morals 
and ethics as what my 
parents taught us. 

My wife and my kids 
keep me going, standing 
by my side and sup-
porting me each day. 
This profession takes a 
supportive family and 
I have the best! They 
care and understand the 
demands that take me 
away at times so others 
can be helped. My strong 
faith drives me and I truly 
believe my purpose is to 
serve others in my work 
as a first responder. The 
team I work with each 
day are great people and 
they’re my family away 
from family. We laugh 
and sometimes cry, yet 
through it all we come 
together to support one 
another in service. There 
isn’t another job I’d ever 
want to do. I love interact-
ing with people, helping 
solve problems, hearing 
others’ testimonies and 
supporting others while 
celebrating positive 
life-changing moments. 

I don’t love the daily 
attacks on the profession 
as a whole. The quickness 
of  society to offer their 
opinions without having 
the full story is frustrat-
ing — for every situation 
we have to remember, 
it’s not TV and this real 
life story has real life 
humans in it on all sides 
of  an event. If  it were an 
easy job more would be 
lining up to join. It’s far 
from easy but it’s very 
rewarding despite how it 
is portrayed. 

How have previous Chief 
Deputies influenced you? 

Each one has had a 
different influence on 
my growth in positive 
ways. I’ve worked with 
four: Gary Blankenship, 
Sheriff Roberson, Charles 
Gardner and Tracy Kelly. 
I also have close rela-
tionships with others in 
surrounding counties. I 
value what I have taken 
away from each one of  
these current and former 
Chief  Deputies. I hope I 

can be an influence for 
others just as these men 
and women have influ-
enced me in continuing 
to support growth while 
others seek their own 
professional and personal 
growth. Being a listener 
and someone who others 
can rely on to guide them 
through their career just 
as they have been to me. 

There’s been increasing 
difficulty in recruiting for 
law enforcement posi-
tions. How should the 
department incentivize 
potential officers?

It is extremely difficult 
in today’s time to recruit. 
We have done well and 
will continue to seek new 
ideas for the changing 
climate surrounding 
the Law Enforcement 
profession or just the 
overall job market as 
other professions and 
industries are competing 
for the same people to 
come work for them. We 
have put into practice 
new ways to recruit by 
offering recruit positions, 
hiring and paying the 
recruits while they’re in 
school. When you look at 
the Basic Law Enforce-
ment Training programs 
across the state, schools 
are struggling to meet the 
minimum to hold classes. 
The pay has become a 
competition with many 
municipalities paying 
higher starting salaries 
which pull from the 
pool of  applicants that 
are attending school. To 
recruit and retain is a 
daily conversation for us, 
our surrounding agen-
cies and across the state. 
Chatham is in a unique 
market, and we will have 
to begin comparing our-
selves to the higher pay-
ing agencies next to us 
to get an increase in the 
applicants we are trying 
to attract. Our pay is low 
and our staff struggles to 
be able to afford rent or to 
buy a home in Chatham 
with the increasing cost 
of  living. Our staff can’t 
afford to live where they 
work. Pay is going to have 

to get competitive to be 
competitive in recruiting.

What would surprise 
people about your work? 

How rewarding of  a 
career it actually is. It’s 
not TV or social media 
where it’s always action 
or bad things happening. 
Most days it’s about the 
conversations and the in-
teractions that take place, 
listening to people who 
are doing great things. 
There is more good in the 
world than bad. We see 
good each day. We live in 
the best community and 
have the best citizens sup-
porting the work being 
done by the team we have. 

We’ve seen increased 
instances of guns in schools, 
including last month when 
a man brought a gun on the 
premises of Chatham Cen-
tral High School. How much 
does that concern you as a 
law enforcement officer?

It is very alarming and 
creates worry for me 
surrounding what could 
happen if  a student were 
to bring a gun to school. 
As a parent who received 
a call earlier this school 
year regarding a firearm 
being found on a student 
in my daughter’s school, I 
felt the same emotions as 
other parents who were 
also affected in this situ-
ation. It caused anxiety, 
questions about what 
could have happened and 
questions about why or 
how did this happen. 

We are going to re-
spond to every school or 
situation as if  our own 
family were there. It is 
a complex and serious 
issue for our society 
that is going to take a 
strategic approach by 
all not just law enforce-
ment or the school sys-
tems to eradicate this 
behavior in our society. 
We will have to begin 
with addressing the 
root causes of  violence 
such as poverty, social 
isolation and trauma. 
Addressing the mental 
health situation facing 
our communities will 
have to be a priority for 
law makers.

You’ve said before 
there’s more good in the 
world than bad, do you still 
believe that to be true? 
What do you value about 
your journey?

I value each day that I 
get to see as we are not 
promised tomorrow. 
As I reflect back over 
work life I am thankful 
for the people who have 
guided and supported 
me along the way. I often 
put into practice things 
I learned from my many 
mentors and leaders 
I’ve been fortunate to 
work with, from my 
first job at Byrd’s Foods 
and the store managers 
who believed in me and 
have stayed in contact 
throughout the years, to 
the Chief  of  Police, Sher-
iffs and supervisors I 
have worked with in law 
enforcement. I have been 
blessed to have been able 
to have the right people 
placed in my life to help 
guide me along this 
journey.

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brap-
paport@chathamnr.com 
or on Twitter @b_rap-
paport
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108 ACRES, AND FULL OF POTENTIAL

TLC purchases land in 
Chicken Bridge Forest

BY BEN RAPPAPORT
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — There’s a 
delicate balance occurring in 
Chatham County that will set 
the stage for generations to 
come.

On the one hand, businesses, 
developers and economic op-
portunities create the chance 
for jobs and investment in the 
county. On the other, those 
growth pressures threaten the 
resources and rural areas that 

have defined a way of  life.
Triangle Land Conservan-

cy, an organization working 
to protect natural habitats in 
North Carolina, understands 
that balance. Since its start in 
1983, TLC has conserved more 
than 23,000 acres in six N.C. 
counties — Chatham, Durham, 
Johnston, Lee, Orange and 
Wake.

In Chatham County, TLC 
recently purchased 108 acres 
of  land off of  Chicken Bridge 
Road, which they hope will be 

used to improve the Haw River 
Trail corridor. 

“The property has been used 
for forestry for at least the past 
decade, which has caused some 
habitat degradation, making 
it an excellent candidate for 
restoration,” TLC said in a 
statement.

In purchasing land like 
this property   — which TLC 
is calling “Chicken Bridge 
Forest”  — the organization 

TLC photo by Olivia Garcia

Triangle Land Conservancy has purchased 108 acres in 
Chatham County which includes this stream.See BRIDGE, page A12

Siler City Fire Department’s
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Kids’ ball games offer more 
than wins, losses

The poet tells us that in spring, “a 
young man’s fancy lightly turns to 
thoughts of  love.” 

I know that to be true because it’s 
happened to me twice — and both 
times when it did, I was a young man.

The first was when I convinced 
Better Half  to become my better half. 
I know when that happened; it was 
in1970.

The other was before that, but I 
don’t really remember the year or 

many of  the details. But I know I did fall in love — with 
baseball.

I wasn’t very good at it: some Little League games 
in the wayback of  growing up in Pittsboro; many a 
backyard game after school or on Sunday afternoons. 
I didn’t play in high school; not very athletic and as 
soon as I turned 14 and got a worker’s permit, I went 
to work for Dave Roberts at his jewelry store/soda 
shop.

I appreciated his confidence in me, but now I wish 
I had played more sports and worked less, since you 
work all your life and today, thanks to repeated shoul-
der surgeries, I couldn’t throw a baseball from here to 
there if  my life depended on it.

But I still love it. Love high school and college games. 
And as far as I’m concerned Major League Baseball 
should leave major league baseball alone. The new 
rules this year on pitch clock, bigger bases and such 
aren’t helping the game. 

But as I watch more ball, notably right now summer 

rec league softball with my five little princesses who 
are playing on four different teams, I have already, in 
the infancy of  the season, seen something that definite-
ly isn’t helping those games.

Parents.
I can’t quote it exactly but there’s a sign on one of  the 

dugouts at a field at Siler City’s Bray Park. Basically, it 
tells parents to cool it with the negative vibes and foul 
language because, as the sign says, “No college scholar-
ships are going to be awarded tonight.”

Several days ago, at a game between two teams, 
which shall remain nameless, at a local park, which 
shall also remain nameless to keep from further 
embarrassing an individual, a classic display of  poor 
sportsmanship was shown for child and adult alike to 
see. That event should have been embarrassing enough 
on its own.

Not going to describe any details, again so as not to 
publicly call out anyone, but suffice it to say the tone 
and level of  volume was notable enough to be heard at 
other fields in the complex.

So, here’s my question: what benefit did that serve? 
To show the youngsters how some adults behave? To 
present a model to the little folks? Hopefully, maybe 
“yes” to the first and “no” to the second and by the way, 
youngster, don’t be thinking you need to adopt that 
behavior.

Here’s a thought for these games: pull for your team 
but encourage all the youngsters. Speak kindly. Cheer 
loudly. Have a hot dog... or two.

No college scholarships are going to be awarded this 
summer.

GUEST COLUMN | DENNIS STREETS

Next national emblem?
Most everyone knows that 

our national bird is the Ameri-
can bald eagle. It was placed on 
the Great Seal of  our country 
by the Second Continental 
Congress in 1782. 

Fewer may know that 
President Reagan designated 
the rose as the national flower 
in 1986 — with these words: 
“More often than any other 
flower, we hold the rose dear 
as the symbol of  life and love 
and devotion, of  beauty and 
eternity … We see proofs of  
this everywhere.” 

More recently, the oak was 
declared the national tree 
by Congress in 2004 for its 
strength, endurance, longevity, 
shade and foliage. Nearly 90 
different types of  native oak 
trees can be found across the 
U.S.

In 2016, the American bison 
was named our national mam-
mal. They represent a great 
conservation success.

You may not have heard 
about the latest call for a 
national symbol. In February, 
Alabama Congressman Barry 
Moore introduced a bill to 
make the AR-15 rifle the “Na-
tional Gun of  America.” The 
bill was quickly co-sponsored 
by such fellow republicans as 
George Santos, Andrew Clyde 
(a gun store owner from Geor-
gia), and Colorado Congress-
woman Lauren Boebert, who 
ran a gun-themed restaurant 
called Shooters Grill.  

The response of  those suf-
fering the loss of  loved ones 
slaughtered in mass shootings 
tied to the use of  AR-15s was 
swift and sharp. The mother 

of  a Parkland, Florida, teacher 
killed on Valentine’s Day in 
2018 shared her view of  the 
bill, while holding an image 
of  her son: “That AR-15 that 
they want to make a national 
gun murdered my son. This 
is the last second before the 
AR-15 was fired, and Scott was 
still standing in the doorway 
trying to close his classroom 
door.”

That her son Scott did not 
have time to avoid the bullets 
that took his last breath is not 
surprising. The AR-15, as a 
military-style rifle whose histo-
ry goes back to machine guns 
used by Nazis in World War II, 
enables rapid firing.

All too often we hear how 
the AR-15 was the weapon of  
choice for those committing 
mass shootings across the 

nation. In 2022, the Buffalo, 
Uvalde and Colorado Springs 
shooters used their AR-15s to 
kill 36, injure more, and leave 
families and communities in 
grief. And we cannot forget the 
2012 massacre at Sandy Hook 
Elementary.  

Most recently, the Covenant 
School shooter in Nashville 
used an AR-15-style rifle to kill 
six innocent elementary stu-
dents and school personnel. As 
Dr. Cornelia Griggs, a pediatric 
and critical care surgeon at 
Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal, remarked, “Disturbingly, 
in mass shootings, the AR-15 or 
the AR-15-style rifle seems to 
be the weapon of  choice. When 
we see a child who has been 
shot with an AR-15-style rifle, 
there is often very little hope.”  

Representatives Moore, 

Clyde and Boebert were three 
of  21 House Republicans to 
vote against a resolution to 
honor the police officers who 
defended the U.S. Capitol 
against the Jan. 6 insurrection. 
Hopefully they will find them-
selves once again among a very 
small minority. 

And hopefully we will never 
find cause to add any weapon 
to the list of  emblems to sym-
bolize who we are as a nation, 
much less the AR-15. For now, 
let’s stick to our flag, the eagle, 
the bison, the oak and the 
rose — and decide next on the 
national fish. It appears that 
the striped bass is presently in 
the lead. 

Dennis Streets is the retired di-
rector of  the Chatham Council 
on Aging.

The next dalai 
lama at Disney 

World?
It must have been the magic 

in the air that caused me to 
think of  spiritual matters 
while waiting to ride the 
legendary Space Mountain at 
Disney World.

As background, you need 
to know that the dalai lama, 
spiritual leader of  Tibetan 
Buddhism, is not an inher-
ited position like a mon-
arch. Neither are prospects 
weighed according to their 

credentials, as in the election of  the pope. The 
next dalai lama is simply a boy, like anyone 
else, and goes about his early life in ignorance 
regarding his eventual calling. Senior Tibetan 
monks identify the next incarnation of  their 
leader through oracles, visions, prayers and 
rituals.

Maybe roller coasters?
What if  the next dalai lama visited Disney 

World? What if  he was there in line with me, 
waiting to board Space Mountain?

I looked over the children. There was one 
especially excited kid giving strangers enthusi-
astic high-fives! An unmistakable charisma to 
that boy.

I noticed another child taking deep breaths 
with his eyes closed. He appeared Zen-like to 
me.

Or, maybe the dalai lama was the little dude 
with his face buried in his mama’s leg. Maybe 
a true spiritual leader is not always calm, but 
aware of  his vulnerability and fears.

Who’s to say that the next incarnation of  the 
spiritual leader wasn’t the little one whining 
about the wait?

“How much longer?”
“Probably 20 minutes,” his dad replied.
“That is like forever!”
He knew that time is relative!
One thing is certain — I am not the next dalai 

lama. But imagining who might be did cause me 
to look at my fellow Disney patrons in a differ-
ent light. To view others with more curiosity, 
empathy and compassion. This seems like a 
good spiritual lesson for all of  us.

For the record, I decided that, if  the dalai 
lama was in that particular line, he was most 
likely to be the kid surreptitiously eating a 
bag of  Cheetos, one at a time. He was savoring 
each bite, including licking the orange off his 
fingertips. That dude knew how to be in the 
moment.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  Chap-
el in the Pines Presbyterian Church. His new-
ly-published book is a collection of  his columns 
for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope 
Matters: Churchless Sermons.”
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ANDREW 
TAYLOR-
TROUTMAN
Hope Matters

BOB WACHS
Movin’ Around

The 2024 Governor’s race is shaping up 
We are 20 

months away 
from the 2024 
elections 
and already 
candidates 
for governor 
have declared 
they are 
running. In a 
normal cycle, 
candidates 

are spending these months qui-
etly trying to determine their 
viability, contacting potential 
donors and supporters, talking 
to consultants, and developing 
position strategies long before 
ever making public declara-
tions.

The big noise and emphasis 
in 2024 will obviously be the 

presidential race, so some of  
the announced candidacies 
might be attempting to get 
some attention and name 
recognition before the national 
political tsunami takes all the 
air in the room.

Political pundits are asking 
why Dale Folwell is running 
and why he announced so 
soon. The two-term treasurer 
would be a shoo-in for a third 
term, so why run? A two-word 
answer to both questions 
is: Mark Robinson, who is 
expected to make a formal 
announcement of  his candida-
cy later this month. Perhaps 
Folwell has long dreamed of  
becoming governor, but I don’t 
believe he would have chosen 
this moment to run if  not for 

Robinson, a MAGA/Trump/
far-right cult member. I think 
the treasurer is convinced, as I 
have often stated, that if  Mark 
Robinson wins the Republican 
gubernatorial nomination it 
will ensure that North Caroli-
na elects another Democrat as 
governor, regardless of  who 
that person might be.

Next year’s Republican pri-
mary could be quite entertain-
ing, featuring a policy wonk 
(Folwell) against a morality 
firebrand (Robinson). There’s 
no question the outcome will 
be a defining moment for 
the GOP in North Carolina. 
Many of  the Holshouser-Mar-
tin-Broyhill Republicans have 
either left the party or have 
been hibernating since 2017. 

This gubernatorial primary 
will draw a line in the sand, 
forcing those in the party to 
choose sides. 

Early polling is certainly not 
reliable, but a December poll 
among Republicans indicated 
Robinson had a 60 percent 
vote to 8 for Folwell. Don’t pay 
too much attention to this. 
Folwell, a forensic accountant, 
certainly doesn’t. He told The 
Assembly’s Steve Riley he 
wasn’t a gambler … Not when 
he ran for school board, for the 
legislature or when he ran for 
Treasurer. He doesn’t consider 
the race for governor a gamble, 
either. 

Folwell told me his campaign 
theme was going to be: “The 
best governor money can’t 

buy.” As treasurer, he has 
clearly eschewed big donors, 
corporate or individual. He 
has been unafraid to challenge 
big corporations, politicians, 
investment houses and others, 
demonstrating that he won’t be 
a pawn for big money lobby-
ists and donors. But Folwell is 
naïve if  he doesn’t recognize 
that a successful primary and 
general election campaign is 
going to cost millions. Perhaps 
not the $40 million raised by 
Roy Cooper or even the $11.7 
million Dan Forest spent in 
the 2020 election, but millions, 
nonetheless. 

The Republican gubernato-
rial primary could also impact 

TOM 
CAMPBELL
N.C. Spin

See RACE, page A5
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Democrats if  that party doesn’t 
venture too far from center. 
Some disenchanted Republi-
cans might switch parties. The 
only declared candidate for 
governor is Josh Stein, the two-
term attorney general. Stein is 
considered very progressive, 
a darling of  the far-left faction 
of  the party. Some longtime 
Democrats are quietly trying 
to find a more centrist candi-
date to run against him in the 
primary. Stein has been quietly 

raising money for months and 
reportedly has millions in the 
bank preparing for the run. 
He raised $12 million in his 
2020 campaign for attorney 
general and will likely need to 
raise three or four times that 
amount in 2024. 

What could we expect if  
Stein and Robinson do end up 
becoming the nominees?

“The center voter doesn’t 
have a good choice for Gover-
nor,” seasoned political cam-
paign consultant Brad Crone 
told me. “The two party front-
runners represent the polar 
extreme in our politics today. 

Robinson is far-right and Stein 
is too liberal. We will also have 
to watch the African American 
voters to see if  they are willing 
to support the first Black. But 
the lieutenant governor is also 
the most conservative candi-
date and often opposes much of  
the policy agenda supported by 
communities of  color.”

Here’s my spin: Democrats 
are praying that Donald Trump 
will be the GOP presidential 
nominee and Mark Robinson 
the gubernatorial candidate. 
They see that as their best 
chances for big blue victories 
in 2024. 

I don’t see either Trump 
or Robinson becoming their 
party’s nominees. I foresee 
Republicans having a “come 
to Jesus” epiphany to avoid 
an apocalypse. I’m not certain 
who the presidential nominee 
will be but believe Dale Folwell 
will be the Republican nominee 
for governor. 

Another note worth mention-
ing. State Senator Rachel Hunt, 
a Democrat from Mecklenburg 
County, declared her intent 
to run for lieutenant gover-
nor. It has been almost thirty 
years since a Hunt was on the 
statewide ballot. Jim Hunt, the 

four-term governor had clearly 
the most effective political 
machine of  the 20th century. 
If  Hunt supporters show up to 
vote Democrats could see a big 
boost in turnout.

The stars are aligning for the 
2024 elections to be extremely 
interesting.

Tom Campbell is a former 
assistant N.C. State Treasurer 
and was the creator/host of  
N.C. SPIN, a weekly statewide 
television discussion of  N.C. is-
sues that aired on UNC-TV until 
2020. Contact him at tomcamp@
carolinabroadcasting.com.
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Siler City needs to do 
the right thing

TO THE EDITOR:
In response to the article 

entitled “Siler City residents 
voice concerns over high water 
bills” (CN+R, Oct. 20-26, 2023).

Yes, it’s just not right! I am 
a Siler City resident who re-
ceived a high-water bill in the 
month of  February. I reached 
out to the water department 
and like a few others, were told 
similar explanations such as 
you may have a leak; then was 
told we had used 39,000 gallons 
of  water in one month. Lastly, I 

was told that in May and June 
of  2022 that we were under-
charged. 

I was very disturbed by the 
responses and how I was treat-
ed over the following weeks. 
My calls and emails were 
ignored. The staff’s responses 
seemed scripted. As a custom-
er one expects their meter to 
be read correctly. As Ashley 
Hicks points out in the article, 
“something is shady.” Or as 
one Facebooker mentions, it 
could be a “deceptive way to 
have enough funding to pay for 
infrastructure needed for the 
big plant.”

In a November 3, 2022, arti-
cle, the town manager, Hank 
Raper admits there may be a 
system error. After explaining 
what appears to be happening 
with the communication of  
the software system, he says, 
“that’s still unacceptable.” He 
also says the town will work 
with customers to amend 
billing discrepancies. No one 
has reached out to me. What 
happened to “we want to work 
with our customers”? No one 
wants to make it right! 

I would like Mr. Raper to 
explain why some residents’ 
bills have been adjusted and 

not others? We are customers! 
Consider other businesses. 
If  a restaurant, airlines, or 
hairstylist for example were 
to undercharge their clients, 
they would not contact that 
client after they have eaten, 
flown, or had their hair styled, 
especially several months 
later (and in my case almost a 
year) and ask for their money. 
They would have to concede. 
The unfortunate reality with 
water usage is there is not 
another water service one can 
switch to for better service. 
So, is that fair to hold Siler 
City residents hostage? No, it 

just is not right! We want our 
town to grow and flourish. 
Let this not be another reason 
why residents have moved 
away. Make it right! I recently 
was advised on behalf  of  the 
town manager that my bill 
will not be reversed. Every 
customer should have their 
bill reversed due to the system 
error! Town of  Siler City ,do 
the RIGHT thing! I hope that 
other residents will speak up 
and out. I am encouraging res-
idents to come out and voice 
their concerns. 

Robin Martin
Siler City

LETTERS

Blue Cross bill makes good sense
How often do the 

majority and mi-
nority leaders of  any 
legislative chamber 
in America agree on 
a significant policy 
change? You can prob-
ably count those occa-
sions on your fingers 
without putting down 
your coffee cup.

But one such exam-
ple is unfolding right now in our state 
capital. Rep. John Bell (R-Wayne) and 
Rep. Robert Reives II (D-Chatham) are 
two primary sponsors of  House Bill 346, 
which would loosen some state controls 
on the operations of  Blue Cross NC. 
Bell and Reives are also, respectively, 
the majority and minority leaders of  
the North Carolina House.

Critics of  the bill argue it represents 
a back-door attempt to transfer the val-
ue of  the nonprofit health insurer into 
private hands. Back in the late 1990s, 
some of  these critics helped block a 
major effort to convert Blue Cross into 
a for-profit entity. The result was a 1998 
law that requires the proceeds of  any 
such sale to private owners to flow into 

a charitable foundation.
That was my position in 1998, too. 

While Blue Cross NC had by then 
become a fully taxed entity, much of  
its assets had been accrued during an 
earlier period when it benefitted from 
sizable tax breaks and other state as-
sistance. If  it were sold to private firms 
or shareholders, who would the buyers 
pay? Surely not themselves, the state, 
or the former executives or directors 
of  the nonprofit. It seemed prudent at 
the time to require any such for-profit 
conversion to result in an independent 
foundation dedicated to the health and 
well-being of  North Carolinians.

It remains the prudent policy today. 
The bill Bell, Reives and dozens of  
other state lawmakers are sponsoring 
this session wouldn’t change it. If  the 
leaders of  Blue Cross NC decide to sell, 
the proceeds will go to a foundation. 
Where I differ from the critics is that I 
see House Bill 346 as making a sale less 
likely.

Right now, Blue Cross is the domi-
nant player in North Carolina’s market 
for private health plans. Indeed, it’s the 
only insurer selling policies in all 100 
counties. But health care is undergoing 

rapid change. Both federal legislation 
and industry trends have created in-
creasing returns to scale. Local hospi-
tals and other providers are merging, 
becoming parts of  national chains. 
Insurers are also scaling up, in part to 
compete for the business of  employers 
who operate across the country.

Among other benefits, these scaled-
up companies can invest productively 
in new technologies, massive databases, 
artificial intelligence and other lines 
of  business that enhance their ability 
to control insurance premiums and 
promote wellness. Generally speak-
ing, however, the insurers don’t make 
investments directly, which would 
quickly run up against state-imposed 
caps on the investment of  their assets. 
Instead, they are organized as holding 
companies that own both the tightly 
regulated insurance company as well 
as affiliated subsidiaries.

Under current law, Blue Cross NC 
can’t do that. Moreover, as a “hospital 
service corporation” under state law, it 
faces not only a 10% cap on how much 
of  its assets can be invested in non-in-
surance ventures, but also an auto-
matic trigger to convert to a for-profit 

company if  it ever sold a significant 
interest in such a venture.

House Bill 346 would permit it to 
reorganize as a nonprofit holding com-
pany that would continue to own the 
nonprofit Blue Cross insurer as well as 
other affiliated companies and invest-
ments. The bill also stipulates that no 
current executives receive equity-based 
compensation from any subsidiaries 
created by the holding company and 
that any subsequent sale of  Blue Cross 
would still put all the proceeds of  that 
sale — from all lines of  business — into 
a foundation.

The way I see it, the critics are mis-
taken about the bill. It would reduce the 
probability that some out-of-state entity 
will end up owning and controlling 
North Carolina’s largest health insurer. 
That’s one of  the reasons both Repub-
lican and Democratic leaders in the 
General Assembly have lined up behind 
it. They see it the same way.

John Hood is a John Locke Foundation 
board member. His latest books, Moun-
tain Folk and Forest Folk, combine epic 
fantasy with early American history 
(FolkloreCycle.com).

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation

Gene Nichol — disturber and prophet
North 

Carolina has 
its own Old 
Testament 
prophet.

Maybe you 
remember 
from Bible 
study those 
prophets who 
preached 

about the people’s responsibili-
ty to care for the poor.

Elijah, of  course, fearlessly 
stood up to the authority of  
King Ahab and Queen Jezebel 
and the prophets of  Baal. (I 
Kings 18).

One of  the most famous 
prophets is Micah, known for 
his oft-quoted direction to “do 
justice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with your God.” (Mi-
cah 6:8). He also condemned 
those who mistreated the poor.

Isaiah demanded, “Is it 
not share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the 
poor wanderer with shelter?” 
(Isaiah 58:7).

Jeremiah condemned those 
who “oppress the poor and 
needy and deprive them of  
justice.” (Jeremiah 22:3).

Amos condemned those who 
“trample on the poor and force 

them to give you grain.” (Amos 
5:11).

In his new book, “Lessons 
from North Carolina: Race, Re-
ligion, Tribe, and the Future of  
America,” Gene Nichol takes 
on the role of  North Carolina’s 
prophet. He writes about the 
abuses by those in power. He 
writes most eloquently about 
the poor and North Carolina’s 
exploitation and inattention to 
them, condemning other ways 
the state’s powerful oppress 
the powerless.

Nichol is a professor and 
former dean at the UNC Chapel 
Hill Law School. He served as 
law dean at the University of  
Colorado (1988-1995) and was 
president of  the College of  
William & Mary (2005-2008). He 
served as the director of  UNC’s 
Center on Poverty, Work and 
Opportunity until it closed in 
2015. 

The new book, published by 
Blair, is scheduled for release 
at the end of  this month.

In Chapter 1, “Rejecting the 
American Promise, The Reem-
brace of  Racial Supremacy,” 
Nichol attacks the actions of  
the state legislature for having 
“blown through” the barriers 
which had seemingly been set 

in stone. They included “the 
right to vote, majority rule, 
free and fair elections, freedom 
of  speech and religion, equal 
protection of  the laws, unnec-
essary separation of  powers, 
and an independent judiciary 
to keep the channels of  democ-
racy open and guarantee the 
rule of  law.”

According to Nichol, “a lot of  
these barriers have been freely 
and purposely blown through 
in the last decade.”  

In Chapter 2, “Politics, Tribe 
and (Unchristian) Religion,” 
Nichol asserts that “the chasm 
between the political agenda of  
most white Christian evangeli-
cals and the teachings of  Jesus 
is wide — beyond wide.”

In Chapter 3, “Politics and 
Poverty,” Nichol, like the Old 
Testament prophets, points 
out that North Carolina has 
some of  the developed world’s 

highest rates of  poverty, child 
poverty, and child hunger.

He mourns that this terrible 
situation “triggers no meaning-
ful, majority-sponsored, state 
anti-poverty initiatives.”

In Chapter 4, “Destroying a 
Priceless Gem,” Nichol details 
examples of  intervention by 
political figures in the oper-
ation of  the university, in-
cluding closing of  the Poverty 
Center at UNC Chapel Hill, he 
had led, in retaliation for his 
critical newspaper articles.

In Chapter 5, “Movement vs. 
Partisan Politics,” Nichol opens 
with, “It is no exaggeration to 
claim that, over the last dozen 
years, the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly has waged one 
of  the stoutest wars launched 
by any American state in the 
past half  century against poor 
people, people of  color, the 
LGBTQ + community, public 

education, the environment, 
and even democracy itself.”

In Chapter 6, “The Limits 
of  Law,” Nichol mourns the 
takeover of  the U.S. Supreme 
Court by the “originalist ad-
venturism” of  former Justice 
Antonin Scalia and the current 
Supreme Court justices. He 
mourns particularly the high 
court’s voting “with seeming 
nonchalance to literally gut the 
Voting Rights Act of  1965.”

In his final chapter, Nichol 
addresses “Democracy, Equali-
ty, and the Future of  America.” 
Speaking of  the choices before 
the legislature, he writes “if  
they have to choose between 
white ascendancy and the 
Declaration of  Independence’s 
commitment to the equal 
rights of  humankind, then 
apparently, it’s an easy choice. 
Power, not democracy, is what 
matters.”

Like the prophets of  old, 
Nichol stirs the pot.

Maybe too much. Maybe not 
enough.

D.G. Martin, a lawyer, served 
as UNC-System’s vice president 
for public affairs and hosted 
PBS-NC’s North Carolina 
Bookwatch.

D.G. MARTIN
One on One

Nichol is a professor and former dean at the UNC 
Chapel Hill Law School. He served as law dean at 
the University of Colorado (1988-1995) and was 
president of the College of William & Mary (2005-
2008). He served as the director of UNC’s Center 
on Poverty, Work and Opportunity until it closed 
in 2015. 
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where,’” CRC-C and East Chatham 
NAACP President Mary Nettles said. 
“It was a call to engage in nonviolence 
direct action. The Birmingham letter 
was written to all clergymen, Black 
and white. The insight of  ministers 
is valued by many local citizens. The 
community needs to know if  they 
feel things have changed in the last 60 
years.” 

The letter
King’s 7,000-word letter is a defense 

of  his policy and practice of  non-violent 
resistance as he fought to end segrega-
tion and the Jim Crow practices of  the 
time, suggesting that unjust laws can’t 
be considered laws at all. Written on 
scraps of  paper while he was isolated 
in his cell, King’s missive provides a 
passionate defense of  his tactics — 
particularly those in the “Birmingham 
Campaign,” a series of  actions designed 
to put moral pressure on the city’s 
merchants during a busy Easter season 
to help end segregation practices.

“Never before have I written so long 
a letter,” King penned. “I’m afraid it is 
much too long to take your precious 
time. I can assure you that it would 
have been much shorter if  I had been 
writing from a comfortable desk, but 
what else can one do when he is alone 
in a narrow jail cell, other than write 
long letters, think long thoughts and 
pray long prayers?”

In the letter, King explained that his 
strategies — nonviolent, but direct — 
were intended to create crisis situa-
tions where inequality and unfairness 
existed. His hope was that resultant 
conversations and negotiations could 
help create change.

Change, he explained, that was far 
overdue.

Its legacy
King’s words, written six decades 

ago, are still relevant today. For many, 
its subject serves as a grim reminder 
of  how far U.S. society still has to go to 
achieve real equity. 

Chatham County pastor Dr. Mark 
Royster, one of  the pastors who will 
recite a portion of  King’s letter, said 
it was an attempt to respond to the 
concerns of  the Birmingham pastors. 
But Royster said King ultimately stated 
he was disappointed in the church as an 
organization for its passiveness during 
the Civil Rights movement. 

The Haw River Baptist Church pastor 
said King emphasized the importance 
of  the church’s role in the fight for 
equality and justice, especially as King 
believed the church had an obligation 
to have an active role in the Civil Rights 
Movement.

“The church in and of  itself  has been 
the catalyst for justice as it relates to 
freedom,” Royster said. “Jesus dealt 
with justice … If  you look at what his 
mission was, he said, ‘The Spirit of  the 
Lord is upon me for he has anointed me 
to preach the gospel, to set the captives 
free,’ and all of  those people are the 
disenfranchised … if  you say you are 
Christian, then you should be following 
the example of  Jesus Christ, and he 
dealt with injustice of  individuals.”

Mt. Sinai AME Church Pastor 
Shontea Smith also felt King’s disap-
pointment in the church in his writing, 
saying she felt the letter served as “a 
call to action.”

“Later on, he just starts to address 
poverty in general, and the role that 
the church should play, particularly as 
Jesus was an advocate for those who 
were oppressed in his community,” 
Smith said. “It’s a call for us to stand 
up on behalf  of  those who are being 
oppressed.”

When Smith reads the letter today, 
she feels the issues addressed are just 
as prevalent as they were in 1963. 

“I think it’s sad that we still have to 
remember these words because things 
have not really changed,” she said. 
“Once you get into the nitty gritty, you 
realize that we’re not past racial civil 
rights. All these things are very much 
relevant, and we need to organize and 

operate as a community more than 
ever.”

Pittsboro Presbyterian Church 
Pastor Rev. Evan Harrison will also be 
participating in Sunday’s reading of  
the letter. He said while racism isn’t as 
overt as it once was in 1963, there are 
still systems built off of  those beliefs he 
said American society needs to address.

“We still see the effects of  racism in 
disparate outcomes in every system — 
education, wealth, housing, how many 
people are retained in this community, 
and more,” Harrison said. “Less and 
less African Americans are living here 
and are able to come back to the place 
they grew up and afford a house here. 
Even in the Maternity Center ... there 
are disparate outcomes around birth, 
health and safety, across races, so rac-
ism is still here.”

Harrison said it takes more than 
being a tolerant person to fight what he 
believes to be a systemic issue. 

“I think a lot of  people including 
myself, used to think, ‘I’m not a racist, 
so I’m okay,’ and that’s not enough,” 
he said. “We have to go beyond just not 
being racist. We have to go and actually 
look at the systems and do the work to 
undo the disparate outcomes.”

Nettles said this continuing fight for 
justice is the reason the CRC-C and 
Chatham County’s NAACP chapters 
decided to host an event around the 
anniversary of  the writing of  the Letter 
from a Birmingham Jail. 

“History helps us avoid some of  
the injustices of  the past,” she said. 
“What is important is to implement the 
suggestions that Dr. King offers in the 
Birmingham Letter.”

Chatham County has its own history 
involving segregation and racial discrim-
ination, but in recent years, government 
bodies have worked to address the tar-
nished past. From removing the Confeder-
ate monument from in front of  the county 
courthouse to installing signage memori-
alizing the lives of  those who were lynched 
in Chatham, Royster said the county is 
moving toward making progress. 

“I believe there is certainly a move-
ment to embrace all individuals,” he 
said. “If  we don’t keep in the forefront 
what has gone on in our past, or we 
don’t remember what has gone on in 
our past, we are subject to make the 
same mistakes.”

Smith said while she’s only been a 
pastor in Chatham County for about a 
year, she’s witnessed positive changes. 
Still, she said it’s important to remem-
ber segregation and discrimination still 
exist, even in Chatham. 

But it’s not always on the basis of  
race. 

“My concern is probably housing in 
Chatham County, because when I have 
my conversations with people that’s 
where their concern is,” Smith said. 
“Chatham County is becoming a place 
that can market itself  in an appeal to 
the wealthy, but the people who are 
lower income who’ve been in the coun-
ty for some time feel like they’re being 
left behind.”

Smith hopes by taking part in 
Sunday’s reading, people can walk 
away with ideas of  how to make their 
community a peaceful, equitable place 
to call home. 

“I want people coming in looking for 
or coming in and leaving looking for 
ways that we can help to shape Cha-
tham County so that everybody is able 
to thrive regardless of  what neighbor-
hood you live in,” she said. 

For Royster, he says he wants people to 
come into Sunday’s event with an open 
mind and be receptive to not just the 
words written by King, but also to join-
ing in the fight for justice and equality. 

“We cannot sit back and believe that 
everything is well,” he said. “Maybe 
they don’t hear the bad things, may-
be they don’t they don’t see the bad 
situations, but it does not mean that it’s 
not happening … This event is not just 
another program … If  you expect to be 
inspired, you will be inspired, so if  you 
come with an open mind and come with 
the expectation that something good is 
going to come, it is going to come.”

To register for the event, go to crc-c.
org and click on “events” and then 
“upcoming events.”

PASTORS
Continued from page A1

This Chatham woman lived in Birmingham when 
King composed his ‘Letter.’ She also heard him speak. 

BY MARCIA  
HERMAN-GIDDENS

I lived in Birmingham, 
Alabama, during the infamous 
year of  1963, for 17 years before 
that, and for three years after. 

That year is especially 
seared in the conscience of  
the world as well as my own. 
I didn’t know it when the year 
began, but that September 
would be the only time I ever 
heard Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. speak in person.

Here in 2023, as this Easter 
season passes and our commu-
nity reflects on the 60th anni-
versary of  King’s “Letter from 
Birmingham Jail,” I think back 
to how Gov. Wallace began 1963 
declaring, “… segregation now, 

segregation tomorrow, segre-
gation forever.” In early April 
sit-ins began in earnest. Eight 
moderate white clergy write 
King disapproving of  his lead-
ership advising more patience 
and more waiting. King leads 
a march and is arrested and 
put in solitary confinement 
where he writes his famous 
“Letter.” In early May, white 
police direct snarling dogs and 
hard blasts of  water from fire 
hoses against Black children 
who have joined the struggle 
for rights and freedom. The 
motel where Dr. King stayed is 
bombed along with his broth-
er’s house. Sit-ins continue, in 
the summer plans are made to 
desegregate the schools. Arson 

and bombings continue.  
Then, on September 15, the 

Klan bombs the 16th Street 
Baptist Church and kills four 
young girls. Dr. King returns 
to Birmingham to speak at the 
funeral for three of  the girls. 
The pall of  terror over the city 
is smothering. 

I was one of  a small group of  
whites who went to the funeral. 
The FBI was taking down 
license plate numbers. Thou-
sands of  people crowded out-
side. Arriving very early, I had 
gotten a seat inside. Surround-
ed by sorrow and disbelief, I 
heard Dr. King’s unmistakable 
voice but remember not a word 
he said. I think my mind was 
too consumed with fear and 

chaos. My toddler was at home 
with his father. Was there to be 
only an ugly, unjust future? 

I recently relistened to King’s 
eulogy which began, “These 
children — unoffending, 
innocent and beautiful — were 
the victims of  one of  the most 
vicious and tragic crimes ever 
perpetrated against humanity.” 

I learned that my body had 
not forgotten.

Chatham resident Marcia E. 
Herman-Giddens is a retired 
medical educator and research-
er and author of  the recently-re-
leased memoir, “Unloose My 
Heart: A Personal Reckoning 
with the Twisted Roots of  My 
Southern Family Tree.”

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Marcia Herman-Giddens 
of Chatham County 
experienced many of 
the ‘appalling events in 
Birmingham,’ the Alabama 
city in which she grew up. 

11AM – 4PM

 
Chatham County 

Agriculture &
Conference 

Center  

NEW LOCATION

FREE
ADMISSION

The region’s favortie kids’ folk arts carnival!

SPONSORED BY Rain date: Sunday, April 23
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he said. “This is definitely 
our biggest event, and it’s 
important to us because 
we get to show off Siler 
City … We get to find 
people that are from all 
over to come check out 
our downtown, check out 
our merchants to see what 
Siler City has to offer.”

The planning process 
for the Spring Chicken 
Festival begins 11 months 
before the first Saturday 
in May, according to 
Clelland.

“We started planning 
early June … getting our 
big ticket items and mak-
ing sure we’ve got stages 
secure,” he said. “We 
start searching our bands, 
amusement rides, things 
of that nature.”

The first Spring Chick-
en Festival after pandemic 
restrictions were lifted 
occurred last year, but 
activities were cut short 
halfway through the day 
because of inclement 
weather. Clelland said 
he hopes this year, the 
weather will hold out to 
have the true return of the 
poultry-themed extrava-
ganza. 

The all-day festival will 
start at 10 a.m. and go 
until 6 p.m., with musi-
cal guests The Embers 
featuring Craig Woolard 
and Gipsy Danger. The 
Embers is a well-known 
beach music group and 
have been named “North 
Carolina’s Official Ambas-
sadors of Music.”

Clelland said one of the 
most-anticipated events 
for 2023 is the Chicken 
Pickin’ contest sponsored 
by Mountaire Farms. 

“Contestants are given 
a whole, cooked bird that’s 
been cooled down, and the 
goal is to remove as much 
meat from it as possi-
ble,” he said. “Whoever 
removes the most meat in 
a certain amount of time 
is declared the winner of  

that.”
Mountaire will have 

monetary prizes for con-
test winners, and elected 
officials will participate in 
their own poultry pickin’ 
competition for both mon-
ey and bragging rights. 

“They have done local 
official rounds where local 
government officials or 
local commissioners can 
compete against one an-
other and will actually do-
nate to an organization of  
their choosing,” Clelland 
said. “This is a big, new 
thing for us this year.”

The event also will fea-
ture many Chatham- and 
Siler City-based business-
es at various booths and 
tents scattered around 
downtown. Festivalgoers 
can take an opportunity to 
shop around and see what 
unique businesses Siler 
City has. 

“We get vendors from 
all across the state, but we 
really focused on trying to 
get our downtown mer-
chants involved,” Clelland 
said. “We have great partici-
pation from them. We’re 
really trying to highlight 
downtown, especially with 
the expansion and revital-
ization is getting underway 
out there.”

There will be something 
for everyone at the Spring 
Chicken Festival, from 
carnival rides to live mu-
sic and vendors. Clelland 
said patrons will be sure 
to find something to enjoy.

“If you want to go 
shopping, that option is 
there,” he said. “ f  you 
want to bring the kids out 
and walk around, you can 
do that as well. We tried to 
make it as inclusive as we 
could to give everybody 
that option to do what it 
is they’ve been wanting 
to do.”

Mountaire Farms, the 
primary sponsor of the 
Spring Chicken Festival, 
was one of the driving 
forces in the festival’s 
return. It’s now one of  
Siler City’s most-attended 
events and also brings 

thousands of people to the 
downtown district. The 
festivities showcase more 
than just good food and 
fun, it also presents non-
residents and residents 
alike the opportunity to 
see Siler City and what 
makes it the community 
it is. 

“I hope people come out 
and have a good time,” 

Clelland said. “I hope 
they see how invested the 
town is to providing some 
type of opportunity for 
them to come out and visit 
downtown. We just want 
to enjoy have a good time 
as a family.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theeden@
chathamnr.com. 

IF YOU’RE GOING
WHAT: Spring Chicken Festival
WHEN: Saturday, May 6; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
WHERE: Downtown Siler City
ADMISSION: Free
PARKING: Some streets will be blocked off; 
parking available in public spaces around 
downtown

CHICKEN
Continued from page A1

CN+R file photo

A child takes a climb on the rock wall set up 
on Chatham Avenue at 2019’s Spring Chicken 
Festival.

Clyde, whose motto was 
always, ‘It’s all about the 
kids,’” McDaniel said.

Jones, she added, was 
the type of  old-fashioned 
man who said we should 
go back to the “horse-
and-buggy days.” He 
craved a simple outdoor 
life and wanted kids 
to experience the joys 
of  getting messy while 
making art. It was in 
this spirit that ClydeFest 
was born all those years 
ago.

The event originally 
got started when Jones 
approached Chatham 
Arts Council pushing 
for a festival for kids in 
the Bynum area. Since 
then, it’s evolved into 
a unique event for the 
county, and the state. 
CAC brings in perform-
ers, artists and nonprof-
its from as far away as 
Georgia to participate in 
the festivities.

“Clyde is the most 
open-minded, kind and 
generous person,” Mc-
Daniel said, who’s been 
a close friend of  Jones 
for many years. “That 
is really the nature of  
this event, it comes from 
the heart all the way 
through.”

Jones recently cele-
brated his 86th birthday 
on April 1, and plans to 
attend this year’s event 
to cap his month of  
celebrations. 

New location, same 
passion

This year, the 21st 
annual ClydeFest, is 
moving away from its 
longtime home of  the 
Bynum ballfield and to 
Pittsboro’s Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center.

The change in 
location was made to 
improve accessibility to 
the event, according to 

Cheryl Chamblee, CAC’s 
artistic director. She 
said the rising atten-
dance at the festival 
meant there was a need 
for more parking space 
than Bynum could 
accommodate. The new 
location is also more 
centralized for more 
Chatham residents, 
meaning more locals 
could experience the 
arts festival. 

Last year, the event 
had more than 2,000 
attendees and organiz-
ers are expecting more 
this year with the larger 
location.

“Being at the Bynum 
ballfield for all these 
years has been super 
magical,” Chamblee 
said. “And we are in-
credibly grateful to the 
Bynum community be-
cause it’s a big deal for 
them to have so many 
people in their commu-
nity on a weekend.”

But as much love and 
magic as that ballfield 
holds, Chamblee said 
it just doesn’t hold the 
number of  people — or 
parking spaces — need-
ed for an event that has 
gotten as big as ClydeF-
est.  

Accessible arts
While navigating the 

logistics of  the new 
location hasn’t been 
easy, Chamblee said she 
believes it will pay off 
because the event will 
be accessible to more 
people. 

Providing increased 
access and reducing 
potential barriers to 
the arts has been a 
longstanding goal of  
CAC. Last year’s event 
marked the first time 
ClydeFest was free to all 
participants, which is 
continuing this year.

One of  the reasons 
the event is able to be 
open to all is because 
of  sponsors like The 

FESTIVAL
Continued from page A1

See FESTIVAL, page A12

TOP-Selling Realtors: 
Irina Bennett  
& Charles Bennett 
EXP Realty  |  11 Sales

A L S O  R E CO G N I Z E D :

Amy Brown  |  Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices YSU

Winford Barr  |  Barr Realty

Stephanie & Ryan Ford 
Triangle Real Estate Journal

Ray Posada  |   Coldwell Banker HPW

Thanks for Being Part of the Start!
LE A R N  M O R E  AT  C H AT H A M PA R K .CO M

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  
TOP REALTORS for a Great 2022



JACQUELINE O’QUINN 
THOMAS

December 16, 1933 ~ April 
6, 2023

Jacqueline O’Quinn “Jack-
ie” Thomas, 89, of  Broadway, 
passed away on Thursday, 
April 6, 2023. 

The family received friends 
on April 10, 2023, at Juniper 
Springs Baptist Church. The 
funeral service was at 2 p.m. 
with Rev. Wayne O’Quinn 

and Rev. Eddie Thomas 
officiating. Burial followed in 
the Broadway Town Ceme-
tery. 

She was the daughter of  
the late D. Herbert O’Quinn 
and Flennie Hallman 
O’Quinn. She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, 
her husband, Mack J. 
Thomas; one grandson, two 
great-grandchildren and sib-
lings, Mack O’Quinn, Jimmy 

O’Quinn, Sammy O’Quinn. 
Michael O’Quinn, Cinda Tur-
nage and Edna Wilson. Jack-
ie was a member of  Juniper 
Springs Baptist Church and 
retired from Moen. 

Surviving is her son, Jamie 
Thomas of  Sanford; daugh-
ters, Donna Gendics and Su-
san Diggs, both of  Sanford, 
Lisa Suggs of  Broadway; 
sister, Janet Childress of  
Lemon Springs; nine grand-
children, 18 great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great 
grandchild. 

In lieu of  flowers, memo-
rial gifts can be made to 
the Juniper Springs Baptist 
Church Choir, 852 Buckhorn 
Road, Sanford, N.C. 27330. 
Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

TARASA ‘TARA’ RUTH 
JONES 

Tarasa “Tara” Ruth Jones, 
49, died April 7, 2023 at her 
home in Sanford.

The family received friends 
on April 11, 2023, at Shallow 
Well Church. The memorial 
service will be on Friday, 
April 14, 2023, at 3 p.m. 
Shallow Well Church with 
Dr. Eric Burmahl and Pastor 
Robbie Gibson presiding. 
Burial will be in St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church ceme-
tery.

She was the daughter of  
Catherine Marie Brooks and 
the late Terry Lynn Jones of  
Sanford. She was the grand-
daughter of  the late Samuel 
Lynn and Aileen White 
Jones and Joyce Simpson 
Brooks and the late Edwin 
Hayes Brooks. 

She graduated from 
Vance-Granville Commu-
nity College and was a 
stay-at-home mom for many 
years. In 2013 she accept-
ed a position with Lowe’s 
Home Improvement and has 
worked for them for the past 
10 years.

She is survived by her son, 
Justin Lynn Chapman of  
Marion; a daughter, Hailey 
Brooks Chapman of  San-
ford; her mother, Catherine 
Brooks Jordan of  Sanford; 
step-brother, Kevin Alan 
Jordan of  Norfolk, Virgin-
ia; sisters, Jolene Roxanne 
Jones and Alicé Leuchte of  
Sanford; grandmother, Joyce 
Simpson Brooks of  Sanford. 

In lieu of  flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Make-
A-Wish Eastern North Car-
olina, 3809 Computer Drive, 
Suite 201, Raleigh, N.C. 27609, 
or the National Kidney Foun-
dation, 30 East 33rd Street, 
New York, N.Y. 10016-5337.

Arrangements are by 
Bridges-Cameron Funeral 
Home. 

OBITUARIES
DORIS FAEDENE BROWER 

November 14, 1929 ~ April 5, 2023
Doris Faedene Brower, age 93, of  

Asheboro passed away on Wednes-
day, April 5, 2023, at the Randolph 
Hospice House.

Ms. Brower was born in Ran-
dolph County on November 14, 1929, 
to Clay and Ardena Yow Brower. 
Faedene was the owner/operator of  
Asheboro Paint Center for 35 years. 
In addition to her parents, Faedene 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, George Jones, one brother, 

and seven sisters. She was the former chairperson of  the 
Randolph County Democratic Party. A talented seamstress, 
she enjoyed making clothes for her family.

She is survived by her daughter, Sharon Thomas Church 
of  Asheboro; sons, Craig Thomas (Carol) of  Siler City and 
Kenneth “Kenny” Thomas of  Siler City; grandchildren, 
Mandy Frank (Matt), Kimberley Mathis (David), Kris 
Thomas, Casey Hardin (Zac), and Holly Sorenson (Cody); 14 
great-grandchildren; and special friend, Kathy Allen.

Faedene’s urn and flowers were available for viewing on 
Monday, April 10, 2023, from 1 to 5 p.m. at Pugh Funeral 
Home, 437 Sunset Avenue in Asheboro. A memorial grave-
side service was held on Tuesday, April 11, 2023, at 2 p.m. at 
the Old Whynot Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Randolph SPCA, 300 W. 
Bailey St., Asheboro, N.C. 27203.
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CAROLYN L. EUBANKS 

Carolyn L. Eubanks, 80, died Mon-
day, February 20, 2023, of  multiple 
complications at her home in the 
Bronx, New York. 

Carolyn was a native of  Bynum, 
North Carolina. She attended Pitts-
boro High School and went on to 
study Mathematics at the University 
of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
After college, Carolyn joined the 
Peace Corps and served in the Philip-
pines. She also obtained her Master’s 
degree from the City College of  the 

City University of  New York. After spending time in New 
York, Atlanta and Houston, Carolyn made her home in the 
Bronx. She taught math at John F. Kennedy High School for 
23 years and retired in 2007. Carolyn was passionate about 
human rights and fought oppression of  any kind, particu-
larly as it concerned women and the rights of  workers. She 
traveled extensively, including many trips to Palestine and 
other destinations where she made a difference in the lives 
of  many. 

Carolyn was preceded in death by her parents, Roy Lee 
and Beulah Eubanks. Surviving are her brother, Roy L. 
Eubanks III and wife Cathy; niece, Angela Eubanks Fowler, 
husband Jason Snipes and great-niece Lily Fowler. Carolyn 
is also survived by her dear friends and “adopted” NYC 
family, Shahaira (Sherry) Pimental and children Ramel, Sa-
vannah, Shalimar and Roman. Carolyn leaves behind many 
wonderful friends and loved ones in New York and around 
the world. Her legacy will continue through everyone she 
touched during her life — her home was always open to 
those in need and she was a beloved mentor, friend, sister, 
mother figure and adopted grandmother. 

A graveside service will be held on April 22, 2023, at 2 p.m. 
at Bynum United Methodist Cemetery, with the Rev. Bob 
Wachs officiating. The family will host a reception to follow 
at the Bynum United Methodist Community Center (former-
ly Bynum Ruritan Building). A memorial is planned for a 
later date in the Bronx. 

DENNIS HAROLD SAWYER 

July 16, 1931 ~ April 7, 2023
Dennis Harold Sawyer was born 

July 16, 1931, in Arkadelphia, Ala-
bama. He passed away on April 7, 
2023, in his home of  many years in 
Siler City surrounded by his son, Mi-
chael Sawyer and his daughter, Gina 
Sawyer Tessener along with other 
loving family members who visited 
with him during his final days.

Dennis was preceded in death by 
his beloved wife and life companion, 
Nina Sanford Sawyer. He loved her 

more than anything. Their relationship began when they 
were high school sweethearts and their love never wavered.

Dennis brought himself  up through the most humble of  
circumstances. His mother, Mayzepple Burger, set the exam-
ple of  thorough work ethic, entrepreneurship, relationship 
building and soaring intellect.

At age 8, Dennis began his own entrepreneurial endeavors 
when he started a paper route and quickly turned it into 
a business by hiring his friends to handle routes that he 
acquired. He later used earnings from the paper route to pay 
for his college education.

An accomplished student, Dennis graduated as valedic-
torian of  his high school, college, and law school. While in 
college, he joined the Air Force with the dream of  becoming 
a pilot. During testing however, Dennis learned he was color 
blind and never got to fly. Instead, he was stationed as a 
quartermaster in Cheyenne, Wyoming. After his time in the 
service, he obtained his B.A. from Birmingham Southern. 
Later, he enrolled in law school at the Birmingham School 
of  Law while working at Jim Dandy Dog Food.

After law school, he continued working for Jim Dandy 
Dog Food before going to work for the Wells Division of  the 
National Pet Food Company in Illinois. Between 1972 and 
1974, he increased sales of  the Wells Division by 100% and 
increased profits 1,847%.

Dennis moved to Siler City in 1974 to take over operations 
of  Siler City Mills. He quickly grew the company which, due 
to his leadership, became the largest producer of  animal 
feed east of  the Mississippi. He was known throughout the 
country for his leadership in feed production and manage-
ment and for his loyalty to and from his co-workers.

After Dennis retired from Siler City Mills at the early 
age of  54, he was selected as part of  a delegation to China 
to teach manufacturing techniques. After retiring from the 
mill, he taught Park Scholars from N.C. State, mediated dis-
putes at the local Community College, and then bought the 
two rival hardware stores in Siler City.

Siler City Ace Hardware was Dennis’ greatest venture. 
The store was more than a business to the Sawyers, it was a 
family environment that he and Nina built and loved dearly. 
Their kids and grandkids worked at the store running the 
cash registers, helping customers and sweeping the floors. 
Dennis and Nina cared for the store’s employees as if  they 
were family. A sign outside of  the office at the store said 
“Free Advice” and he had an open door policy giving advice 
to friends, family, or anyone who asked him for help.

Dennis loved Siler City and contributed to the commu-
nity in many ways including spearheading the creation of  
murals throughout the town as president of  the Siler City 
Mural Society, serving as president of  the Chatham Hospital 
Board, and being active in the Rotary Club. He was a stal-
wart member and supporter of  Siler City Methodist Church 
where his children were married and his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren were baptized.

Dennis and Nina were long time members of  Siler City 
Country Club. Dennis took up golf  in his 40s. He was a 
clutch player that never missed a high pressure putt. Dennis 
and Nina held an annual Frogmore Boil party during the 
Member-Guest tournament that was a highlight of  the year. 
The party brought together family and friends from all over. 
Dennis was renowned for his betting techniques at the annu-
al member-guest Calcutta tournament.

In a life lived worthy of  celebration, Dennis and his loving 
wife had a marriage of  over 60 years. Together they raised 
two wonderful children, Michael Sawyer (Carol) and Gina 
Sawyer Tessener (Chris), and had six grandchildren, Lind-
sey Sawyer Norman (William), Cameron Tessener, Nicholas 
Tessener (London), Nina Michelle Sawyer Passmore (Brian), 
Madison Tessener Antami (Kameel) and Mack Sawyer, and 
had eight great-grandchildren.

Dennis will have a lasting legacy and will be remembered 
for his economic and community impact, his intelligence, 
business savvy and milestone accomplishments in life. His 
family will remember his booming laugh, mischievous spirit 
and how he strove to give them all a better life through love, 
hard work, advice and constant self  improvement.

The visitation will be held Monday, April 10th from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home and the funer-
al service will be Tuesday, April 11th, at the First United 
Methodist Church at 2 p.m. with the graveside service to 
follow immediately after at the Chatham Memorial Park. 
The family asks that you send remembrances or donations 
to Gentiva Hospice, the First United Methodist Church or 
flowers for the service.

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Sawyer 
family.

Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-
fh.com.

LAURA DIXON ROBERTS ROBARDS CARLTON

November 5 1926 ~ April 8, 2023
Laura Dixon Roberts Robards Carlton, 96, of  Siler City, 

passed away Saturday, April 8, 2023.
Mrs. Carlton was born in Chatham County on November 

5, 1926, daughter of  Wade V. and Myrtle Sink Dixon. She 
was a member of  Oakley Baptist Church. She retired as a 
telephone operator with Carolina Telephone. Laura enjoyed 
cooking, reading, gardening, and doing arts and crafts. In 
addition to her parents, Laura is preceded in death by her 
sisters, Linda Eller, Emogene Gaines, and Frances White.

She is survived by a son, Glenn “Steve” Roberts and wife, 
Vickie of  Siler City; grandson, Stephen Trent Roberts and 
wife, Debra of  Siler City; and great-grandchildren, Bradley 
and Ashley Roberts

A graveside service will be held on Wednesday, April 12, 
2023, at 2 p.m. at Oakley Baptist Church Cemetery with Rev. 
Bob Wachs officiating. Mrs. Carlton laid in repose on Tues-
day, April 11, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Memorials may be made to Oakley Baptist Church.
Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Carlton 

family.
Online condolences may be made at www.smithbuckner-

fh.com.

See OBITS, page A9



RONALD COTTEN

March 5, 1952 ~ April 9, 2023
Ronald Cotten, 71, of  San-

ford, passed away Sunday, 
April 9, 2023, at UNC Hospice 
House in Pittsboro.

The family will receive 
friends on Thursday, April 
13, 2023, from 11 a.m. until 

12:50 p.m. at Bridges-Cameron 
Funeral Home. The funeral 
service will follow in the chapel 
with Rev. Larry Murchison 
officiating. Burial will be in 
Buffalo Cemetery.

Ronald was the son of  Robert 
Max Cotten and Anna Bearl 
Batchelor. In addition to his 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by a sister, Dianne Cot-
ten Scarbrough. Ronnie retired 
from Honeywell Inc. after 40+ 

years.   
Ronnie is survived by his 

children, Donna Kaye Cotten, 
Ron Cotten, Jr. and Heath Cot-
ten, all of  Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
and Dana Ponsell of  Sanford; 
step-mother, Naomi Cotten of  
Sanford; sister, Rebecca Ree 
Cotten Yarnell of  Sanford; sev-
en grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of  flowers, donations 
can be made to Bridges-Camer-
on Funeral Home to help cover 
expenses for the funeral.

LINDA K. CLARK 
BLACKBURN GARRETT

March 23, 1938 ~ April 9, 2023 
Linda K. Clark Blackburn 

Garrett, 85, of  Sanford, passed 
away Sunday, April 9, 2023, at 
First Health Hospice House in 
Pinehurst.

The visitation was held 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, from 6 
to 8 p.m. at Bridges-Cameron 
Funeral Home. The funeral 
service will be held Wednes-
day, April 12, 2023, at 2 p.m. at 
Jonesboro Methodist Church 
with Rev. Bob Albritton and 
Rev. Becky Albritton presiding. 
Burial will follow in the John-
son Grove cemetery.

She was the daughter of  the 
late Ike Clark and Elsie Spivey 
Clark. Linda worked making 
custom window coverings and 
draperies. She was preceded 
in death by her first husband, 
Benjamin Freeman Blackburn, 
a son, James Anthony Black-
burn, and a grandson, Michael 
Wayne Blackburn.

Surviving relatives are 
her husband, Wiley Thomas 
Garrett of  the home; a son, 
John Blackburn of  Sanford; 
daughters, Joye Burroughs of  

Morganton and Diana Glasson 
of  Sanford; brother, Thomas 
Clark af  Sanford; six grand-
children and 14 great-grand-
children.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

CATHERINE ‘GAIL’ 
OLDHAM

November 15, 1953 ~ April 9, 
2023

Catherine “Gail” Oldham, 
69, of  Carthage passed away 
on Sunday, April 9, 2023, at her 
home. 

The funeral was held at 1 
p.m. on Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 
at Putnam Friends Church 
with Rev. Robert Kidd pre-
siding. The family received 
friends from 12:00-12:45 p.m. at 
the church prior to the service.

Gail was the daughter of  
Vernon and Angie Mashburn 
Oldham. She was a member of  
Putnam Friends Church and 
retired as the Carthage Branch 
Vice-President of  BB&T, after 
over 40 years of  service. In ad-
dition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her sister, 
Brenda Upchurch.

Gail is survived by her son, 
Charles Childress of  Aberdeen; 
sister, Pam O. Brady of  Car-
thage; two grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild.

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

THOMAS CECIL CRAVEN
June 30, 1938  ~ March 30, 

2023
Thomas Cecil Craven, 84, 

passed away on Thursday, 
March 30, 2023, at UNC Hospi-

tals in Chapel Hill.
The funeral service was held 

at 2 p.m. Thursday, April 6, 
2023, at St. Matthews AME Zion 
Church with burial following 
in the church cemetery.   

SARAH LOU MOFFITT 
JACKSON

Sarah Lou Moffitt Jackson, 
100, of  Sanford passed away 
on Monday, April 3, 2023, at 
Central Carolina Hospital. 

The funeral service was held 
Saturday, April 8, 2023, at 2 
p.m. at First Calvary Baptist 
Church, with burial in Lee 
Memory Garden. 

GEORGE HOWARD
December 2, 1954 ~ April 5, 

2023
George Howard, 68, of  

Sanford, passed away on 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023, at his 
residence. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

JOHN RAY ROBERSON
March 8, 1943 ~ April 5, 2023
John Ray Roberson, 80, of  

Sanford, passed away at his 
home on Wednesday, April 5, 
2023.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

JAVIER HERNANDEZ 
LOPEZ

December 13, 1971 ~ April 7, 
2023

Javier Hernandez Lopez, 51, 
passed away on Friday, April 
7, 2023, at Central Carolina 
Hospital. 

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home. 
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JACKY LEROY COOPER 
Jacky Leroy Cooper, 81, of  Staley, 

died Monday, April 3, 2023, at his 
residence.

Funeral services, are scheduled 
for 2 p.m., Saturday, April 8, 2023, at 
Staley Baptist Church, Staley, with 
Rev. Roger Carlson and, Rev. Garry 
Arnett officiating. Burial will follow 
in The Staley Cemetery, with mili-
tary honors by the Randolph County 
Honor Guard.

Jacky was a native and lifelong 
resident of  Staley in Randolph Coun-

ty, a member of  Staley Baptist Church, and a veteran of  the 
United States Army, having served in Korea. He retired as a 
truck driver with Harris Teeter, was an avid mechanic, and 
loved sports. He was preceded in death by his parents, Palm-
er and Cora Turner Cooper, sister, Fama Waine Brinkley, 
and brother, Charlie Cooper.

Survivors include daughter, Kristen C. Bare and hus-
band, Stephen of  Siler City; son, Dr. Brent Cooper of  Staley; 
sisters, Patsy Beard of  Staley, Mary Lois Clark of  Siler City; 
grandchildren, Ally Bare, Jackson Bare; and former wife of  
30 years, Beverly Sprinkle Cooper.

Visitation will be held from 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. Saturday, Sta-
ley Baptist Church, Staley, and other times at the residence. 

Condolences may be made online at www.loflinfuneralser-
vice.com.

Arrangements by Loflin Funeral Home & Cremation 
Service, Ramseur.

Memorials may be made to Staley Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 126, Staley, NC 27355; First Christian Church, P.O. 
Box 531, Ramseur, NC 27316; or to Piney Grove Methodist 
Church, 2343 Piney Grove Church Road, Siler City, N.C. 
27344.

OBITS
Continued from page A8

Chatham County Schools announces new district staff
PITTSBORO — The 

Chatham County Board 
of  Education approved 
three new district em-
ployees on April 3. 

John V. Wood was 
named the new public 

information officer. Wood 
currently serves as the 
assistant principal of  
Clayton High School. He 
has served as educator 
and coach for Durham 
and Johnston County 

schools for the past 15 
years. Wood also has 
several years of  broadcast 
journalism experience, 
serving as assignment edi-
tor and news producer for 
several stations across the 

country. Wood is current-
ly in the process of  getting 
his doctorate in education 
for K-12 Public Adminis-
tration from N.C. State.

“Chatham County is 
one of  the fastest growing 
counties in North Car-
olina, and I am grateful 
for and humbled by the 
opportunity to join this 
amazing school district,” 
Wood said. “I bring 30 
years of  journalism and 

educational leadership ex-
perience to this position, 
and I hope to continue 
highlighting the incred-
ible things our students, 
staff and community 
stakeholders are already 
doing. Being visible and 
available to our stakehold-
ers is a goal of  mine, and 
I look forward to seeing 
every CCS campus.”

Diane Sloan was named 
the executive assistant 

to the superintendent/
board clerk. Sloan has 
served Chatham County 
Schools in various capac-
ities over the past decade, 
most recently as licen-
sure/benefits specialist. 
Sloan has over 30 years 
of  experience serving in 
bookkeeping and office 
management roles for 
accounting and business 
firms, managing finances 
and client tax files.

“As a parent of  two 
Northwood graduates 
and a Pittsboro resident, 
I have always felt a deep 
sense of  loyalty and 
dedication to this com-
munity,” Sloan said. “I 
feel confident that I can 
contribute to what makes 
Chatham County Schools 
a special place to work, 
live and raise children. 
I hope that my efforts 
will help facilitate the 
processes, practices and 
policies that help make 
Chatham County Schools 
a critical part of  the larg-
er community.”

Melody Dark was 
named the program coor-
dinator for One Academy. 
In this new role, Dark 
will lead the district’s 
nontraditional programs 
that provide support to 
students who need an al-
ternative pathway to their 
high school diploma. Dark 
has 18 years of  service as 
an educator, all with Cha-
tham County Schools.

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

 By definition, business owners put a 
lot of their financial resources into their 
enterprises. But as an owner, you may need 
to invest in more than inventories and 
payroll to help achieve the future you’ve 
envisioned.
 Here are a few investments you may 
want to consider:
 • Retirement account – Depending on 
the nature of your business and how many 
employees you have, you can choose from a 
variety of tax-advantaged retirement plans, 
such as an owner-only 401(k), an SEP-
IRA and a SIMPLE IRA. By contributing 
regularly to one of these accounts, you can 
avoid being entirely dependent on the sale 
of your business to pay for your retirement 
years.
 To fund your 401(k) or other retirement 
plan, you’ll have many investment options 
— stocks, bonds, mutual funds and so on. 
And if you “max out” on your retirement 
plan, you may even be able to build a 
separate investment portfolio. In any case, 
keep in mind that you’re already putting 
a lot of money into your business, so, 
to achieve a level of diversification, you 
may want to concentrate your investment 
choices in areas outside your industry. 
However, while diversification can help 
reduce the impact of market volatility on 
your portfolio, it can’t guarantee profits or 
protect against losses in a declining market.
 • Property – Your physical space is a 
key part of your business’ success. So, you 
may want to invest some time in comparing 
the pros and cons of renting versus owning. 
Of course, owning your building may 
require a big financial commitment, and 
it may not be feasible, but it could free 
you from worrying about untimely rent 
increases.  
 

• Disaster protection – If a fire or a weather-
related disaster should strike your business, 
would you be prepared? It’s important for you 
to create a disaster recovery plan, which can 
include business interruption insurance to 
pay for your operating costs if you’re forced 
to shut down for a while.
 • Emergency savings – While a disaster 
protection plan with appropriate insurance 
can help keep your business afloat, it’s unlikely 
to cover other types of emergency needs, 
such as a major medical bill or an expensive 
repair to your home. For these unexpected 
costs, you may want to build an emergency 
fund covering at least a few months’ worth 
of living expenses, with the money kept in a 
liquid account. Without such an emergency 
fund, you may be forced to dip into your 
401(k), IRA or other long-term investment 
vehicle.
 You’ll also want to invest the time and 
energy into creating a business succession 
plan. Will you keep the business in your 
family? Sell it to outsiders or a key employee? 
If you do sell, will you do it all at once or over 
time? Clearly, the answers to these types of 
questions will make a big difference in your 
ultimate financial security.
 Finally, invest in help – Enlist the 
services of a financial advisor and business-
planning professional, so you’ll be able to 
make the decisions that work best for your 
business and you. 
 Your business may well be a lifelong 
endeavor — so make sure you’re investing 
whatever it takes to earn a lifetime of benefits. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Investment Ideas for 
Business Owners

Pittsboro

Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro

Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Governors Club

Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Penguin Place

Eric C Williams, AAMS®

114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Pittsboro

Kevin C Maley, AAMS®

984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill

Jessica L Villagrana, CFP®

180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City

Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

Pittsboro

Blake Stewart
114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

128 Wilson Rd
SANFORD,  NC CEMCPower.com
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Teachers, are you looking for new 
opportunities to fund projects for 
your classroom? Central Electric is 
awarding up to $15,000 in Bright 
Ideas education grants to local 
educators in K-12 classrooms for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

The final deadline for all grant 
applications is Sept. 15, but 
don’t wait to apply. Applications 
submitted prior to the early-bird 
deadline on Aug. 15 will be entered 
to win one of five $100 Visa® gift cards. Scan the QR 
code or visit NCBrightIdeas.com for more informaiton 
or to apply!

Teachers, get your applications in for a 
Bright Ideas education grant!

N

N O  LI M I T  ON  AN Y  IT E M S        Cash  or  C redi t  /  Deb i t  Cards              AL L  SA L E S  F I N A L                                  
W H I L E  SU P P L I E S  L A S T  – V E R Y  L I M I T E D  S U P P L Y

SALE SPONSORED BY:
SOUTH CHATHAM LIONS CLUB

PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT THE LIONS CLUB 
COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

AVAILABLE ITEMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE DUE TO AVAILABILITY OF PRODUCTS

FRESH
BONELESS BREAST 

10 L B . BA G S
$30.00 EACH  

( $ 3 . 0 0 / L B . )

PROCEEDS LUB 

THURSDAY, APRIL  20, 2023

5:30 P.M. U N T I L 8 :00 P.M.

20412 NC HWY 902 BEAR CREEK, NC

FRESH 
LEG QUARTERS

40 L B . C A S E S
$30.00 EACH

( $ 0 . 7 5 / L B . )

FRESH
BONELESS THIGHS

10 L B . BA G S
$30.00 EACH  

( $ 3 . 0 0 / L B . )( $ 0 . 7 5 / L B . )

FRESH 
TENDERS
10 L B . BA G S

$30.00 EACH
( $ 3 . 0 0 / L B . )

RESH
BREAST 

FRESH 
TENDERS

Cash  or  C redi t  /  Deb i t  Cards
U P P L I E S  L A S T  – V E R Y  L I M I T E D  

HURSDAY, APRIL  



REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc 

APARTMENTS   
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom 
applications now being ac-
cepted. Office hours: Tuesday 
and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more 
information, TDD #1-800-735-
2962, Equal housing opportu-
nity, Handicapped accessible, 
A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
now for one bedroom apart-
ments, adults 55 years or old-
er. Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, ele-
vator, keyless entry. Section 8 
accepted. No security deposit. 
Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-
1877. Handicap accessible. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 
Jy14,tfnc

YARD SALE
YARD SALE, Saturday, April 15, 
7 a.m.: Housewares, old wood-
en chairs, plus-size women’s 
clothes, tools, and much more. 
3693 Bonlee-Bennett Road, 
A6,13.2tp 

RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, business, 
liquidation, estates, land, 
houses, antiques, personal 
property, coins, furniture, con-
signments, benefits, etc., NCAL 
#7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-
3556, rickyellingtonauctions@
yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HAR-
RIS at JHA. One Call...We sell 
it all!!! Real estate, personal 
property, estate settlement, 
farms & land, business liquida-
tion. JHA has been conducting 
auctions in the state of NC 
since 1989. Fully licensed Real 
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL 
#8420 Firm #8086 www.Jerry-
HarrisAuction.com, 919-498-
4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
COMPUTER REPAIR - Up-
grades, Repairs, Recyling, Cus-
tom Builds, Set-Up, and more 
in-home or pick-up computer 
services available. Call or text 
Billy Brewer at 505-600-8397 or 
email bonleeandwesterncom-
puters@gmail.com, A6,13,2tp

RETIRED SECURITY GUARD/
COACH - will watch property, 
animals. Caretaker to hook up 
RV and watch property. 110 30 
amp. Very quiet, no parties, 
Reliable, 919-828-4247. F23tfnx 

DIGGING AND DEMO - Land 
improvements, mini-excuvat-
ing, stump removal, mobile 
home and building tear down, 
all digging. Call John Hayes, 
919-548-0474. J19-Ju1,20tp 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS 
- Cash paid for Junk/Wrecked 
vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594. N9,tfnc  

HELP WANTED
FOOD SERVICES STAFF, 
Pittsboro Christian Village 
is accepting applications for 
Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Monday – Friday, at 1825 
East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc

MISCELLANEOUS
VEGETABLE PLANTS are ready. 
Includes German Johnson 
tomatoes at Vestals, 969 Poe 
Road, Siler City. Call 919-200-
3755. Closed Saturdays and 

Sundays. A13,20,27,My4,4tc

LEGALS

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 
FILE NO. 23-E-68
IN RE: ESTATE OF Grace Nifa 
Mathos

The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of GRACE 
NIFA MATHOS, notifies all 
persons having claims against 
the estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 23rd day of June, 2023, or 
this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All 
persons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 16th day of March, 2023.
Joseph Allen Mathos, Personal 
Representative
c/o The Graham, Nuckolls 
Conner Law Firm
P.O. Box 7384 
Greenville, N.C. 27835-7384

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 150
All persons having claims 
against RUTH W. MORROW, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 25th day of June, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. This the 
21st day of March, 2023.
Edward Lee Morrow, Sr., 
Co-Executor
3091 Moon Lindley Rd.
Snow Camp. NC 27349
Ellen Long Morrow, Co-Exec-
utor
3091 Moon Lindley Rd
Snow Camp, NC 27349 

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tp

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 14th 
of March 2023, as Administra-
tor CTA of the Estate of EVA 
PEARL WILLIAMS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
decedent to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 21st day of June 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 16th day of March 
2023
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor CTA
  of the Estate of Eva Pearl 
Williams
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue 
Sanford, NC 27330

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 3rd day 
of March 2023, as Administra-
tor of the Estate of DONALD 
FRANKLIN EADS, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
decedent to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 21st day of June, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 23rd day of March, 
2023
Austin R. Eads, Administrator 
of the 
  Estate of Donald F. Eads 
  1858 Lakewood Falls Rd. 
  Goldston, NC 27252
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue
Sanford, NC 27330

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tc

ADMINISTRATOR’S NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
All persons having claims 
against the estate of Jed 
Schipper of Chatham County, 
NC, who died on the 14th of 
November 2022, are notified 
to present them on or before 
June 29th, 2023 to Lisa Skumpi-
ja, Administrator for the 
Estate, c/o Alexander, Miller, 
Schupp & Hamilton, P.L.L.C., 
P. O. Box 3200, Chapel Hill, NC 
27515-3200, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
 Alexander, Miller, Schupp & 
Hamilton, P.L.L.C.
 P. O. Box 3200
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3200

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY

FILE NO: 23 E 160
All persons having claims 
against THOMAS ALEXANDER 
BUCKNER, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 21st day of March, 
2023.
Evelyn Foard Shaw, Adminis-
trator 
504 Highland Trail
Chapel Hill, NC 27516

M23,M30,A6,A13,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
23-E-22
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Euphalia 
Farrar, having qualified as 
Executor of the Estate of RU-
FUS V. HORTON JR., deceased, 
late of Chatham County, this 
is to notify all persons having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the under-
signed on or before the 28th 
day of June, 2023, or this no-
tice will be plead in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 30th day of March, 
2023.
Euphalia Farrar, Executor
c/o Marie H. Hopper
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312
M30,A6,A13,A20,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 136
All persons having claims 
against SUSAN RUTH HAVEN-
STEIN LOWE, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
June, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 30th day of March, 
2023.
Greg Alan Havenstein, Admin-
istrator CTA
8238 Hydon Dawn Lane
Cary NC 27518 

M30,A6,A13,A20,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of LYNETTE K. RUSSELL, 
Deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at the offices of Till-
man, Whichard & Cagle, PLLC, 
501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514, on or be-
fore the 30th day of June, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This 30th day of March, 2023.
Scott W. Russell, Executor
Estate of Lynette K. Russell
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
 501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
 Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514

 M30,A6,A13,A20,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of HAROLD MC-
CAFFREY, late of 708 Eldridge 
Loop, Cary, Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
estate of said decedent to ex-
hibit them to the undersigned 
at: c/o H. Denton Worrell, Esq., 
Worrell Sides LLP, 128 E. Har-
gett Street, Ste 305, Raleigh, 
N.C. 27601, on or before the 
30th day of June, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All persons, 
firms, and corporations indebt-
ed to said estate will please 
make immediate payment to 
the undersigned.
This the 30th day of March, 
2023.
Charles F. McCaffrey, Executor
Estate of Harold McCaffrey
c/o H. Denton Worrell, Esq.
128 E. Hargett Street, Suite 305
Raleigh, N.C. 27601
M30,A6,A13,A20,4tc

NOTICE OF HEARINGS

TOWN OF SILER CITY 
The following item will be 
considered by the Siler City 
Planning Commission on Mon-

day, April 10, 2023. The hearing 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Siler City Court Room of the 
Siler City Town Hall at 311 N. 
2nd Ave. The items will also be 
heard by the Town Council for 
Siler City on April 17, 2023, at 
6:30 pm in the Siler City Court 
Room of the Siler City Town 
Hall located at 311 N. 2nd Ave.
Legislative Hearings
R23-0401. Conditional Rezoning 
of two tracts from Agricul-
tural-Residential (A-R) to 
Residential 3 (R-3) Conditional 
(R-3-C), tracts totaling 168.506 
acres ±, addressed as 285 and 
unaddressed parcel George 
Brooks Drive (parcel number 
13136 and 80302), and being 
the properties of Tim’s Farm 
& Forestry II, LLC, represented 
by Barbara Todd of American 
Engineering, Inc.
R23-0402. Conditional 
Rezoning of two tracts from 
Agricultural-Residential (A-R) 
to Planned Unit Development 
(B-1, R-6, R-10), tracts totaling 
293.22 acres ±, unaddressed 
parcels Old US 421 South 
(79448 and 14529), and being 
the properties of Everest Park, 
LLC, represented by Bob Ko-
petsky of Summit Design and 
Engineering, Inc.
R23-0403. Rezoning of two 
tracts from Light Industrial (LI) 
to General Commercial (GC), 
tracts totaling 4.031 acres ±, 
addressed as 208 W. Second 
Street and unaddressed W. 
Third Street (parcel num-
bers 61468 and 61469), and 
being the properties of Wren 
Industries, Inc., represented by 
Denis de St. Aubin, Jr.
The proposed items are 
available for review by con-
tacting Jennifer C. Baptiste 
at jbaptiste@silercity.org 
or 919-726-8626. All persons 
interested in the outcome of 
the item are invited to attend 
the legislative hearing and 
present comments, testimony, 
and exhibits on the above 
referenced item.
These are separate hearings: 
Interested parties may submit 
evidence and written com-
ments. Written comments or 
evidence on these applications 
can be submitted by email to 
jbaptiste@silercity.org. Indi-
viduals desiring to speak must 
sign up by calling 919-726-8626 
before 12:00 p.m. on or before 
the scheduled public hearing 
date.
The Town of Siler City will 
make appropriate arrange-
ments to ensure that disabled 
persons are provided other 
accommodations, such ar-
rangements may include, but 
are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, or 
assuring a barrier-free location 
for the proceedings.
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Tammy Thomas at 919-726-
8625, 311 North Second Ave-
nue, Siler City, North Carolina 
27344, or tthomas@silercity.
org for accommodations for 
this request. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Tammy Thomas 
al tthomas@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.

M30,A6,A13,3tc

CREDITOR’S NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified on the 23rd of 
March 2023, as Administrator 
of the Estate of STEPHANIE 
RENEE WALKUP, deceased, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corpora-
tions having claims against the 
decedent to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 28th  day of June 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the estate should 
make immediate payment.
This the 24th day of March 
2023
W. Woods Doster, Administra-
tor of
 the Estate of Stephanie Renee 
Walkup
 206 Hawkins Avenue
 Sanford, NC 27330
Attorneys: 
Law Offices of W. Woods 
Doster, P.A.
206 Hawkins Avenue 
Sanford, NC 27330

M30,A6,A13,A20,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as Executor of the Estate 
of REX EUGENE BROOKS, De-
ceased, late of Chatham Coun-
ty, North Carolina, does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
offices of Tillman, Whichard 
& Cagle, PLLC, 501 Eastowne 
Drive, Suite 130, Chapel Hill, 
NC 27514, on or before the 

30th day of June, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery.  All per-
sons indebted to the estate 
will please make immediate 
payment.
This 30th day of March, 2023.
DAVID WESLEY BROOKS, 
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF REX EUGENE 
BROOKS
Tillman, Whichard & Cagle, 
PLLC
 501 Eastowne Drive, Suite 130
 Chapel Hill, NC 27514

 M30,A6,A13,A20,4tc

NOTICE OF SALE  
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
ACE SELF STORAGE, pursuant 
to North Carolina General 
Statutes, Chapter 44A, shall 
conduct a Public Sale of the 
Units listed below at its facil-
ity located at 105 West Fifth 
Street, Siler City, N.C. at 11 
a.m. on May 12, 2023.
We will reserve the right to 
withdraw any units from the 
sale. 
All sales will be cash to high-
est bidder.
Unit: B-5A,  Bradley Brooks
Unit: B-27,   Lesley Ellington
Unit: B-3C,   Susan Griffin

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.

A10   |   Chatham News + Record   |   APRIL 13 - 19, 2023

Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  
Visit www.chathamcountync.gov

and click Jobs.

ALL SHIFTS
CALL: 919-542-3151

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for appointment to complete

application and interview.
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

HIRING CNA’s

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS

(919) 545-0412 

RogersAuction.com

AUCTIONS

Register & Bid Online 

104 Acres Divided 3 Lots 
& 54 Acre Farm 

Central Chatham Co.
Pasture, Ponds, Timber Potential!

Estate of the Late Ruth Morrow & Danny Pike

3109 Moon LIndley Rd., Snow Camp, 
& 951 Silk Hope Liberty Rd., 

Siler City, NC
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Unit: B-7B,   Dakota White
A6,A13,A20,A27,M4,5tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
23-E-177
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, Marga-
ret Hsieh McIntosh, having 
qualified as Executor of the 
Estate of HENRY LIEN HSIEH, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, this is to notify all 
persons having claims against 

said estate to present them to 
the undersigned on or before 
the day of July 5th, 2023, or 
this notice will be plead in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 6th of April 2023.
Margaret Hsieh McIntosh, 
Executor
c/o Marie H. Hopper
Attorney for the Estate
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Post Office Box 1455
Pittsboro, NC 27312

A6,A13,A20,A27,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY 
22 E 472
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Co-Executrices of 
the Estate of GEORGE WAYNE 
HORTON, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said 
deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at their 
address, 64 Horton Farm Lane, 
Siler City, North Carolina, 
27344, on or before the 12th 
day of July, 2023, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 6th day of April, 2023.
   Brenda Horton Rimmer, 
Co-Executer
   64 Horton Farm Lane
   Siler City, North Carolina   
27344
   Deborah Carolyn Horton, 
Co-Executer
   173 Horton Farm Lane
   Siler City, North Carolina   
27344
  GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
  P. O. Box 880 
  Pittsboro, North Carolina  
7312-0880

 A13,A20,A27,M4,4tc

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE   
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
FILE NO.: 21 JT 55
IN RE: “J.I.C.”
DOB: 7/14/13
NOTICE OF SERVICE BY PRO-
CESS OF PUBLICATION
TO:  Jose Antoni Rosado 
Dominquez/Biological father/
unknown father of the above 
male child, born at UNC Hos-
pital/Chapel Hill, NC to Ashley 
Cook.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Petition has been filed to 
terminate your parental rights 
to the above-referenced minor 
child. You have forty days 
from 4/13/23, the first date 
of publication of this Notice 
to respond to said Petition by 
filing a written answer to the 
petition with the Chatham 
Clerk of Court. Your parental 
rights to the juvenile may be 
terminated upon failure to 
answer the petitions within the 
time prescribed.
Any attorney appointed 
previously in an abuse, neglect 
or dependency proceeding 
and still representing you 
shall continue to represent 
you.  If you are indigent and 
not already represented by 
an attorney, you are entitled 
to a court-appointed attorney 
by contacting the Chatham 
County Clerk of Court. 
STEPHENSON & FLEMING, 
L.L.P.
BY: /s/ ANGENETTE STEPHEN-

SON
Attorney for Petitioner, 
CHATHAM COUNTY DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
109 Conner Dr. Suite 208
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
27514
Telephone: (919) 869-7795
A13,A20,A27,3tc

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS BY PUBLICATION  
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
LEE COUNTY
In the Superior Court Division 
Before the Lee County Clerk 
of Court
IN RE: THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF 
LEVI CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE 
23 SP 08
BRIDGETT LEANNA MITCHELL: 
Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
special proceeding. The nature 
of the relief being sought is 
as follows: PETITION TO SELL 
MINOR’S INTEREST IN REAL 
PROPERTY. You are required to 
make defense to such pleading 
not later than May 24, 2023, 
and upon your failure to do 
so the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the 
court for the relief sought. 
This, the 10th day of April, 
2023.
DEIRDRE M. STEPHENSON
Attorney for Petitioner
1518 Elm Street 
Sanford, NC 27330
A13,A20,A27,3tc
   

PUBLIC NOTICE  
DETERMINATION REGARDING 
APPROVAL OF
AN AIR PERMIT APPLICATION 
The North Carolina Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, 
Division of Air Quality hereby 
gives notice that the following 
facility has applied for a per-
mit to construct and operate a 
new semiconductor manufac-
turing facility at the following 
location.
Wolfspeed, Inc. Siler City 
Factory, 1000 Carolina Core 
Parkway, Siler City, NC  27344, 
Chatham County
This facility’s application for 
the proposed facility was 
reviewed by the DAQ to de-
termine compliance with the 
requirements of the North Car-
olina Environmental Manage-
ment Commission air pollution 
regulations. This notice serves 
as a notice of opportunity 
for public comment for this 
proposal. The public comment 
period begins on April 13, 2023 
and will run through May 13, 
2023.
A copy of all data and the 
application submitted by Wolf-
speed, Inc. Siler City Factory 
and other material used by the 
DAQ in making this preliminary 
determination are available 
for public inspection on the 
NCDEQ/DAQ website or during 
normal business hours at the 
following locations: NC DEQ, 
Division of Air Quality, Air Per-
mits Section, 217 West Jones 

Street, Suite 4000, Raleigh, NC 
27603, OR Raleigh Regional 
Office, 3800 Barrett Drive, 
Raleigh, NC  27609
Information on the permit ap-
plication and the staff review 
are available by writing or 
calling Emily Supple, 1641 Mail 
Service Center, N.C. Division of 
Air Quality, Raleigh, NC  27699-
1641, 919 707 8481
Interested persons are invited 
to review these materials 
and make comments to the 
address indicated above. 
Written comments may also 
be submitted during the public 
comment period via email at 
the following address: daq.
publiccomments@ncdenr.gov. 
Please type “Wolfspeed.22A” 
in the subject line. Comments 
must be postmarked no later 
than May 13, 2023. Voicemail 
comments may be left at (919) 
707-8714 until 5 pm on May 
13, 2023.
After weighing relevant 
comments received and other 
available information on the 
project, the DAQ will act on 
the Wolfspeed, Inc. - Siler City 
Factory application.
Mark J. Cuilla, EIT, CPM
Chief, Permitting Section, 
NCDEQ
A13,1tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The PITTSBORO TOWN BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS will hold 
the following Public Hearing 
on Monday, April 24, 2023 
at 7:00 PM via Zoom and at 
Chatham County Agriculture 
Center to consider the follow-
ing item:
1. A legislative Public Hearing 
request by GM Chatham SPE 
1 LLC, on behalf of Grantham 
Family, LLC, for a rezon-
ing from R-A2 Residential 
Agriculture 2 acre to MR-CZ 
Multi-family Residential Condi-
tional Zoning for single-family 
detached dwellings; duplex 
dwellings; townhouses; 
multi-family dwellings; public 
park or recreation facility; 
private recreation/entertain-
ment facility, outdoor; and 
all accessory uses allowed in 
MR zoning district, on parcel 
74820, being approximately 
76.09 acres located off Russet 
Run.
The purpose of the public 
hearing is to provide interest-
ed parties with an opportunity 
to comment on the request. 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES IN 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
MAY BE MADE FOLLOWING 
THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 287 East Street, 
Suite 221A, on the Planning 
Department page under 
“Current Planning” at https://
nc-pittsboro.civicplus.com/, 
and are available for inspec-
tion through e-mail. Please 
give reasonable notice to the 
Pittsboro Planning Department 
at (919) 533-5480 if accommo-
dations for individuals with 
disabilities or impairments are 
required.
The meeting will be held 
via Zoom, a teleconference 
software, and in person. 
Instructions on how to join the 
Zoom Meeting can be found 
on the Town’s website at www.
pittsboronc.gov. Please sign 
up with the Town Clerk, Carrie 
Bailey by 4:00 p.m. on April 24, 
2023 if you wish to participate. 
If you wish to make written 
comments, please send them 
to the Town Clerk, Carrie Bai-
ley, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, NC 
27312 or via email at cbailey@
pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. on 
April 24, 2023.
A13,A20,2tc

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON PROPOSED CHARTER 
AMENDMENT ORDINANCE  
The public will take notice that 
the Board of Commissioners 
of the Town of Siler City will 
conduct a public hearing at 
the Town of Siler City - Town 
Hall Courtroom, located at 311 
N Second Avenue, Siler City 
NC at 6:30 on Monday, April 17, 
2023, concerning a proposed 
ordinance amending the 
Charter of the Town of Siler 
City, as set forth in Chapter 
16 of the 1989 Session Laws of 
North Carolina, as amended, 
to provide for election of the 
Mayor by all the qualified vot-
ers of the Town of Siler City for 
a four-year term. Following the 
public hearing, the Board of 
Commissioners will consider 
passage of the ordinance at its 
regular meeting to be held on 
May 1, 2023.
Kimberly Pickard, Town Clerk
A13,A20,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against LORRAINE VOSS, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
N.C. are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before July 13, 2023 or this 
notice will be pleased in bar 
of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 13th day of April, 2023. 
Daren Marc Voss, Executor 
of the 
Estate of Lorraine Voss, 
c/o Paul A. Yokabitus, Atty. 
1033 Wade Avenue, Suite 104
Raleigh, NC 27605
A13,A20,A27,My4,4tc 

EXECUTOR’S NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
All persons having claims 
against the estate of SAM-
UEL BRIGHTWELL LIGON, of 
Chatham County, NC, who died 
on August 1, 2022, are notified 
to present them on or before 
July 13, 2023 to David G. Ligon, 
Executor, c/o Maitland & En-
glish Law Firm, 2 Couch Road, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery.
Michele L. Stiffler
MAITLAND & ENGLISH LAW 
FIRM
2 Couch Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
Attorney for the Estate
A13,A20,A27,My4,4tc

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA-Part 
B, Public Law 108.446) Project 
is presently being amended. 
The Project describes the 
special education programs 
that Chatham Charter School 
proposes for Federal fund-
ing for the 2023-2024 School 
Year. Interested persons are 
encouraged to review amend-
ments to the Project and make 
comments concerning the 
implementation of special 
education under this Federal 
Program. All comments will be 
considered prior to submission 
of the amended Project to the 
North Carolina Department of 
Public Instruction in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 
The IDEA-Part B Project is open 
to the public for review and 
comments during the days of 
May 15 through May 19, 2023, 
in the office of Julie Franklin, 
located at 2200 Hamp Stone 
Rd, Siler City, NC 27344. The 
school phone number is (919) 
742-4550.
A13,A20,2tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 216
All persons having claims 
against JULIA WINCHELL 
LACKEY, deceased, late of 
Chatham County, North Car-
olina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of 
July, 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 13th day of April, 2023.
ROBERT S. LACKEY, JR. 
507 OAK AVENUE
CARRBORO, NC 27510
c/o Epting & Hackney
410 Martin Luther King, Jr.
PO Drawer 1329
Chapel Hill, NC 27514  
A13,A20,A27,My4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
23 E 212
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Executrix of the 
Estate of ANTHONY RAY GORE, 
late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notifies all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at her ad-
dress, 2101 Dewitt Smith Road, 
Pittsboro, North Carolina, 
27312, on or before the 12th 
day of July, 2023, or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 10th day of April, 2023.
Denna Christine Graham
  2101 Dewitt Smith Road
  Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312
GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
P. O. Box 880
Pittsboro, North Carolina   
27312-0880
A13,A20,A27,My4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 2023 E 000155
All persons having claims 
against JOHN F. EVANS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 13th day of July, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.         
This the 13th day of April, 2023.
Angela J. Bailey, Executor 
1516 Great Ridge Parkway
Chapel Hill, NC 27516 

A13,A20,A27,My4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 2023 E 000183
All persons having claims 
against FRANCES T. GOODWIN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 13th day of July, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.         
This the 13th day of April, 2023.
Tina Gale Goodwin, Executor 
2611 Tody Goodwin Road 
Apex, NC 27502
A13,A20,A27,My4,4tp

shop
Chatham

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation on approved 
credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. Savings calculation is 
based on a comparison of Consumer Cellular’s average customer invoice to the average cost of single-line 
entry-level plans offered by the major U.S. wireless carriers as of May 2022.

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR 844-341-3507

Switch & Save
250 / YEARUP 

TO

Speeds up to 
100 Mbps with 
EarthLink Wireless 
Home Internet
Sign up today and 
get a $100 gift card!*
*Terms and conditions apply
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Gift Card $100

Reliable Internet NOW!       855-544-6511

Now’s the Right Time
Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit (ITC) with PWRcell, 
Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery storage system. PWRcell will help 
you save money on your electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages.  
Plus it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(866) 642-1883

TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer 
reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard 
system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 
0366920922 CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 
52229-H License# 2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 
Registration# IR731804 License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 
41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

C O N N EC T S

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 224-7739

Qualify today for the Government 

YOU QUALIFY  for Free Internet if you 

receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid, 

SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension, 

Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Affordable

pet INSURANCE

™

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.6294

• Go to any vet
• 100% reimbursement 

on vet bills available
• No lifetime limit on benefi ts

1-855-485-3282
 InsureBarkMeow.com/NCPA

100% reimbursement 
on vet bills availableGo to any vet

No lifetime limit 
on benefi ts

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information kit. 
Call 866-579-0885

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
649-1190

BCI Walk In Tubs are now 
on SALE!  Be one of the first 
50 callers and save $1,500!  
CALL  855-737-1822 for a free 
in-home consultation.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-866-642-1883

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients 
of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, 
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time 
$20 copay. Free shipping & 
handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-877-224-7739

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-855-931-
3643

AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49/ MONTH! 
Call for your fee rate 
comparison to see how much 
you can save!  Call:  833-472-

0580

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
585-1815

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-844-496-8601 www.
dental50plus.com/ncpress 
#6258

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! American 
Residential Warranty covers 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE/ $100OFF POPULAR 
PLANS. 888-993-0878

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES?
Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-510-2330
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm 
PST)

SAVE MONEY ON 
EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS! 
Our vehicle service program 
can save you up to 60% off 
dealer prices and provides you 
excellent coverage! Call for 
a free quote:  877-324-4071  
(Mon-Fri :9am-4pm PST)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us take 
the stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 
833-586-8395

Statewide Classified
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Games expenses. 
Thus far, the team has pur-

chased 3D printer filament 
for the car’s gears, ball bear-
ings, plexiglass and wooden 
panels. 

Castevens said the design for 
The Mouse Trap came from 
throwing ideas at the wall and 
seeing what stuck.

“The design isn’t quite a 
right triangle because that 
would create too much drag,” 
he said. “We wanted to go for 
something that could reduce 
that air resistance as much as 
possible.” 

They determined designing 
a vehicle with a rounded front 
cone, like many of  the ones 
pictured prominently on the 
Gravity Games website, would 
be difficult because it would 
require bending wood and 
plexiglass and keeping it in 
place. 

The group also decided it 
wanted Riggsbee to be fully in-
side the vehicle, so they’ll build 
a door on the outside for her to 
climb into. Their hypothesis is 
that the human body has too 
many different angles, which 
if  exposed would make the car 
less aerodynamic.

By putting her inside the 
car, the team can also make 
the floor lower to the ground, 
which lowers the center of  
gravity and allows less air to 
flow under the bottom of  the 
vehicle. 

The hardest part of  the 
design, Castevens said, was 
the braking system. The final 
blueprint, which was approved 
by professors at Appalachian 
State University for safety, 
included a lever inside for 
Riggsbee to pull with her hand.

The brake lever will stop 
the movement of  the back axle 
because the pressure from 
the lever forces a brake pad 
against it, eventually slowing 
the car. 

Off-roading
“There was a lot of  back-and-

forth discussions,” said Kevin 
McDaniel, CSSE math teacher 
and the group’s supervisor. 
“They ran into a lot of  prob-
lems initially asking things 
like, ‘How does a car move? 
How do you steer an axle?’”

Eventually, the team figured 
out how to make the vehicle 
steer and brake, at least on pa-
per. Without all the material in 
hand, construction is still yet 
to begin on The Mouse Trap. In 
fact, one of  the pieces needed 
for the steering mechanisms 
won’t arrive until about a week 
before the competition. 

“It’s been difficult because 
we can’t practice on the exact 
hill,” Bailey said. “It could be 
a flier on whatever we test on, 
but totally different in Lenoir 
because of  the conditions.”

But rest assured, team mem-
bers remains confident they’ll 
be ready to go on race day.

Take it to the streets

Because the design of  the 
gravity racer has been entirely 
student-driven, any problems the 
small group encounters they’ve 
had to work through themselves.

“I’ve really tried to step back 
and let them troubleshoot 
this,” McDaniel said. “These 
students, being at CSSE, want-
ed something more than just 
sitting in the classroom and 
learning from the textbook, 
and that’s what this is.”

Many of  the problems the 
group has had to troubleshoot 
in the design stage revolve 
around the mathematics and 
physics of  the car. For exam-
ple, the original concept had 
to be significantly altered once 
they determined Riggsbee 
would be the person driving 
because the vehicle needed to 
fit her exact measurements. 

“We had to make it comfort-
able enough for her body,” Bai-
ley said. “But not so comfort-
able that it loses its efficiency.” 

The 2023 Gravity Games marks 
the first time a Chatham County 

team has competed in the event. 
It’s also the first time the event 
has been held since 2019, since 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

McDaniel said his goal for 
the group is to have a car that 
makes it to Lenoir and across 
the finish line. For their first 
attempt, he said that would 
be a major accomplishment 
and something students could 
build on in future years. He 
said he hopes other schools in 
the county get involved in the 
contest in the years to come. 

So as Riggsbee lives out her 
dreams, rolling The Mouse 
Trap down the hills of  Ashe 
Avenue in downtown Lenoir, 
she’ll be driving with the spirit 
of  her school, and the county 
behind her. 

For more information about 
N.C. Gravity Games visit www.
ncgravitygames.com.

Reporter Ben Rappaport can 
be reached at brappaport@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter 
@b_rappaport

GAMES
Continued from page A1

hopes to achieve some of  
its four core objectives: 
supporting local farms, 
connecting people to 
nature, safeguarding 
clean drinking water 
and protecting wildlife 
habitats. The last two are 
especially important in 
this case.

The land first came 
to the attention of  TLC 
from Gretchen Smith, 
president of  Friends of  
the Lower Haw. Smith 
said the land off Chicken 
Bridge Road was intrigu-
ing because it was near a 
paddle access area in the 
Haw River that’s difficult 
to use.  

“It was just kind of  
lucky that I found out 
about it,” she said. 

Smith happened to be 
friends with a member 
of  the Carolina Canoe 
Club who had toured the 
Chicken Bridge proper-
ty years ago, and knew 
they were interested in 

selling. When Smith saw 
the land was for sale, she 
passed the information 
to TLC.

Margaret Sands, land 
protection manager at 
TLC, oversaw the ac-
quisition of  the Chicken 
Bridge property. She said 
the purchase was atypical 
for the organization be-
cause of  the cooperation 
and desire of  the private 
landowners.   

The property had been 
on the radar of  Sands 
and TLC because of  its 
proximity to the Haw 
River Trail. It’s also listed 
in the Natural Heritage 
Program. Most recently, 
Chicken Bridge Forest 
came to TLC’s attention 
through participation in 
Haw River Trail Conser-
vation Committee meet-
ings to identify important 
parcels for a Haw River 
Trail Master Plan. 

So when the land was 
put up for public sale last 
year by Chatham County 
residents Alys and Alex 
Protzman, Sands said the 
organization jumped at 

the opportunity.
“Usually when some-

thing is listed publicly 
as a typical real estate 
transaction, we aren’t go-
ing to be able to move fast 
enough or accrue enough 
funding to be competitive 
in that market,” Sands 
said. 

Because TLC is a 501c3 
nonprofit, it can’t bid 
above appraised market 
value for land when it’s 
put up for sale. That 
makes it difficult when 
TLC is competing against 
developers, for example, 
who could build housing 
or commercial real estate 
on the property and bid 
well above the market 
value. 

In this case, the Protz-
mans reached out to TLC 
first because they had 
a personal passion for 
conservation. 

“During this era of  
rapid growth in Chatham 
County, we are proud 
to support the Triangle 
Land Conservancy’s 
mission to preserve this 
sensitive ecosystem along 

the Haw River for future 
generations,” the Prot-
zman family said in a 
statement. 

Being proactive 
allowed TLC to make 
this land purchase much 
quicker than usual, 
Sands said. She added 
that this was especially 
important because the 
land was on the open 
market, making it at 
higher risk for conver-
sion to a non-conserva-
tion use.

The future of  Chick-
en Bridge Forest is 
largely unknown at 
this time because of  
ongoing studies around 
the nearby Haw River 
Trail. Sands said the 
property could be used 
as an access point to the 
Haw River Trail, despite 
not having direct water 
frontage. The 108 acres 
could also be used for 
trails or habitat res-
toration to repair the 
clearcut forest. 

Next steps for the land 
will be determined by the 
Haw River Trail master 

plan, which is currently 
seeking public input. Ben 
Rippe, Chatham Coun-
ty Parks & Recreation 
trails and open space 
planner, said the land is 
an important acquisition 
for the county because 
of  the existing growth 
pressures.

“Preserving the river 
corridor is a high priority 
for our residents — to 
protect the river as well 
as the scenic landscape 
which contributes to a ru-
ral quality of  life,” Rippe 
said. “While the property 
does not have river front-
age, it does have potential 
for the Haw River Trail, 
but this will depend on 
working with adjacent 
landowners to ensure 
connectivity.”

For now, Sands said 
TLC is primarily focusing 
on the habitat manage-
ment of  the property to 
ensure the existing eco-
systems in the Haw River 
corridor are represented 
in this parcel. That man-
agement includes strate-
gies including prescribed 

burning and selective 
thinning of  invasive spe-
cies, which both encour-
age forest regrowth.   

In addition to collabo-
rating with local partners 
and organizations around 
water protection, such 
as the Jordan Lake One 
Water initiative, and 
practicing and encour-
aging land management 
that supports streams, 
TLC also looks for oppor-
tunities to protect land 
along key streams and 
watersheds.  

“Chatham is facing a 
time of  transition and 
growth,” Sands said. “We 
want to make sure that 
we can conserve as much 
land as we can while 
there’s still rural land-
scapes and connectivity 
to be had.”

For more information 
about TLC visit www.
triangleland.org

Reporter Ben Rappaport 
can be reached at brap-
paport@chathamnr.com 
or on Twitter @b_rap-
paport

BRIDGE
Continued from page A3

Jester Group at Baird, a family 
wealth management firm in 
Chapel Hill. The firm has been 
the naming sponsor of  the 
festival for the past four years. 
Tracie Legg, who works at 
Jester Group, has volunteered 
at ClydeFest with her family 
for several years. She said 
she finds the event valuable 
because of  the way it engages 
all generations.

“My kids, who are grown 
now, still have their painted 
critters on the shelf,” she said. 
“We know how important the 
arts can be and this event just 
really embodies everything 
you think kids should be doing 
these days.”

The new location also 
provides opportunities for 
innovations to the two-decade-
old festival including new 
performing artists like a youth 
sitar ensemble, a West African 
drum circle and a performance 

by the Jordan-Matthews High 
School a cappella group the 
Golden Tones. 

The festival will also fea-
ture artists who have become 
ClydeFest staples like the 
Bouncing Bulldogs jump rope 
team and bluegrass duo Caro-
lina Lightnin’. Alice Zincone, 
who plays standup bass for the 
duo, says the group has played 
the festival for more than a 
decade.  

“We aspire to have a sense 
of  kid-like enjoyment in our 
music,” Zincone said. “I think 
that’s what Clyde inspired in 
us, and what he provides to 
families across the county with 
this event.”

Broad strokes 
The magic of  ClydeFest 

also fits into the broader work 
of  CAC. The council aims to 
foster a passion for the arts 
among all residents in the 
county through intentional 
arts investments and educating 
kids through the arts. 

ClydeFest fits both of  those 

missions because it is a one-
day, family-oriented event 
where the whole point is to 
make things together. The 
event isn’t about having proper 
materials, or the best pens in 
the class, it’s about art with ma-
terials that are close at hand. 

“We have a vision at Cha-
tham Arts Council, in which 
every member of  the Chatham 
community would have access 
to the arts,” Chamblee said. 

“During a time when mental 
health for kids and mental 
health for grownups is really 
challenged, the arts can be a 
big part of  the solution there.”

The data supports Cham-
blee’s hypothesis. According 
to a 2016 Drexel University 
study, making art for at least 
45 minutes, especially in group 
settings, significantly reduces 
levels of  the stress hormone 
cortisol in participants.

ClydeFest offers the opportu-
nity to do exactly that — make 
art with other people.

“This is a one-day inter-
vention,” Chamblee said. “It 
is community building, it 
is place-making, it is super 
unique and there is nothing 
else like it.”

Volunteers and participants in 
the event agree with Chamblee’s 
praises. Debbie Bousquet has 
volunteered with the event since 
2003. She comes every year be-
cause ClydeFest is what she calls 
“a special, magical festival.”

“The day just really embod-
ies Clyde Jones,” Bousquet 

said. “He feels very passionate-
ly that this is for the ‘youngins,’ 
as he would say, and I think 
everyone who volunteers, par-
ticipates and performs lives up 
to that model.”

All told, the event takes 
more than 200 volunteers to 
pull off. Bousquet, who has 
been the volunteer coordinator 
for this year’s event, said the 
setup for the Saturday event 
begins on the Thursday prior 
with more than 150 people 
setting up tents, tables, art 
supplies and vendor stations. 
The day of  the event has more 
than 60 volunteers from a 
plethora of  local organizations 
who exchange three-hour 
shifts, beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
with field setup and ending 
with takedown which usually 
ends around 6 p.m. 

“You see kids that were little 
kids 20 years ago who are now 
coming back to volunteer,” 
Bousquet said. “That tradition 
being something that families 
want to continue to be involved 
in is really cool.”

FESTIVAL
Continued from page A7

IF YOU’RE GOING
WHAT: ClydeFest
WHEN: Saturday, April 22 
(rain date Sunday, April 
23); 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center
ADMISSION: Free
PARKING: Parking 
near the field is free 
and accessible for all 
abilities.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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SPORTS NEWS &
ENTERTAINMENT

Northwood’s Parrish mulling college 
basketball decision, PAGE B5

Council on Aging helping seniors  
to ‘boost’ their budgets, PAGE B6

BOYS LACROSSE

Senior core have Northwood closing  
in on program wins record 

BY EVAN ROGERS
News + Record 
Correspondent

The Northwood boys la-
crosse team’s standout season 
has been a long time coming. 

In fact, following the Char-
gers’ 18-7 win over Seaforth 
last Thursday — which 
improved Northwood to 11-1 
overall — senior defender Tay-
lor Zelhof  noted that the root 
of  this year’s success dates 
back before most of  the team 
was even in high school. 

“We’ve been playing for like 
six years, most of  us, togeth-
er since 6th grade,” he said. 
“The chemistry on this team is 
unreal. It’s the best we’ve had 

in my four years here. I feel 
like we all know each other’s 
tendencies and what we want 
— and we just want to win.”

From the first face-off 
Thursday, the seamless con-
nection between the Chargers 
was on full display. In the 
game’s initial period, North-
wood found the back of  the 
cage six times. One quarter 
later, its goal total had already 
jumped into the double digits.

Yet, despite the Chargers 
finding success near the 
crease early and often, Sea-
forth clawed its way back. The 
Hawks registered five goals of  
their own in the first two quar-Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Northwood senior Will Smith (2) greets head coach Randy 
Cox after the Chargers’ 18-7 win over Seaforth last Thursday.

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Northwood junior defender 
Coltrane Northington (6) 
kneels as he waits to take 
the field in last week’s win 
over Seaforth.See SENIORS, page B2

CLIPBOARD Q&A | SEAFORTH GOLF’S BOBBY STEWART

Young Hawks enter break riding high 

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports Editor

In a sport highlighted by 
individual performances, Sea-
forth boys golf  coach Bobby 
Stewart has preached a team 
mentality with his nine golfers 
this spring.

The point of  emphasis has 
clearly gotten through to the 
Hawks, who are in the middle 
of  a highly successful season 
in just their second year as 
a program. On top of  per-
forming well in Mid-Carolina 
1A/2A Conference matches, 
Seaforth took down defend-
ing 1A state champion South 
Stanly with a low score of  151 
earlier this season.

Leading the charge for the 
Hawks this season are soph-
omores Griffin Ching and 
Gray Stewart and freshmen 
Campbell Meador and Ty 

Willoughby. Ching, Meador 
and Willoughby each shot a 37 
on nine holes against South 
Stanly, while Stewart was 
close behind with a 40. For the 
season, Ching leads the team 
with a nine-hole average of  
38.4. Meador (38.4), Stewart 
(39.0) and Willoughby (39.4) 
are also all under 40 for the 
year.

Seaforth hopes its young 
core will carry the team to 
success come the 2A state 
tournament, which will be 
held at Longleaf  Golf  & Fami-
ly Club in Southern Pines. The 
Hawks didn’t place as a team 
at last year’s championships, 
but Ching finished tied for 
11th with a two-round, 36-hole 
score of  158. Stewart finished 
tied for 44th with a score of  
175.

Earlier this week, Stewart 
spoke with the News + Record 

about his team’s early-season 
success and his excitement for 
the rest of  the year.

How do you feel like your team 
has performed this season? How 
did it feel to beat defending state 
champion South Stanly earlier 
this season?

BOBBY STEWART: The sea-
son has been going really well. 
We have a young but talented 
team. I kept nine on the team, 
but the top six have remained 
fairly steady all year. It’s been 
great to watch the young guys 
come together and enjoy play-
ing together as a team. We’re 
very talented, but we’re young 
and we’re trying to figure out 
what that means and how 
we exactly compete. It was 
a tremendous honor to get 
to play against South Stanly 
and get to see how these guys 
do when they’re competing 

against a team of  that quality. 
All in all, I’m very pleased 
with how the season is going. I 
think the team is very pleased 
and having a lot of  fun. We’re 
looking forward to keeping the 
season going as long as we can 
keep it going.

What is it like have a core 
group of players who are both 
young and also very talented?

This top four, we’ve inter-
changed how they’ve stacked 
up each week. The team 
voted early on to do challenge 
matches every week and let 
that stand for who plays one 
through six, and we’ve been 
following that. It’s a lot of  
fun, I have to be honest. This 
team, they’re all really good 
kids. They really have fun 
playing golf, and they really 

Photo courtesy of Bobby Stewart

The Seaforth boys golf team, from left to right: head coach Bobby Stewart, J.T. DeLoach, Campbell Meador, Ty 
Willoughby, Gray Stewart, Griffin Ching.

Athletes, 
teams to 
watch in  
spring 

Spring 
break is 
finally here 
for Chatham 
County 
Schools, and 
apart from 
offering 
students 
respite from 
the day-to-
day demands 

of  classes, this week is a pivotal 
point in the athletics schedule.

Many sports’ regular sea-
sons close at end the of  April, 
and many programs have 
half  a dozen or fewer games 
remaining before the start of  
the postseason. The next few 
weeks should feature some 
of  the fiercest competition 
we’ve seen all school year as 
teams try to win conference 
championships or play them-
selves onto the right side of  the 
bubble.  

With that in mind, here are 
my five student athletes/teams 
to watch during the rest of  the 
spring regular season.

Lucas Smith, junior, 
Chatham Charter

The athlete with arguably 
the most productive last few 
weeks in Chatham County, 
Chatham Charter junior Lucas 
Smith has been on a tear for 
the Knights’ track and field 
team.

A short-distance specialist, 

BASEBALL

Northwood keeps ‘foot on the gas’ in its latest win
BY SHELBY SWANSON

News + Record 
Correspondent

CHAPEL HILL — East 
Chapel Hill sophomore Sam 
Smith stared down at the dirt 
below him. As he stood behind 
home plate, several paces from 
where the Northwood Char-
gers tagged him out in a pickle, 
he kicked the red soil with his 
cleats.

Desperation was beginning 
to set in for the Wildcats. 

Smith was in a prime scoring 
position when the Chargers 
took advantage of  an errant 
base-running mistake in the 
bottom of  the fifth. In the pre-
vious two innings, a combined 

three Wildcats were stranded 
on base.

“Plays like that, that gets 
our energy up, that gets the 
momentum going in our favor 
a bit,” Northwood head coach 
Kyle Robinson said.

Flipping the momentum was 
absolutely necessary for the 
Chargers as they fought back 
from their two-run deficit to 
defeat East Chapel Hill, 6-3, 
on Monday evening. After the 
Wildcats took an early lead in 
the second inning, Northwood 
held the Tigers scoreless for 
the rest of  the game. The Char-
gers, on the other hand, scored 
four runs across the third and 
fourth innings.

After two extra-innings 

losses to Person and Southern 
Lee earlier this season, both of  
which saw Northwood relin-
quish two-run leads in late-
game scenarios, the Chargers 
held a team meeting. Robinson 
implored his squad to adopt a 
new mentality — they needed 
to take the game from their 
opponents.

Down by two runs in the 
third Monday night, North-
wood tied the game at 3-3 after 
a double from senior outfield-
er Nate Davis scored senior 
utility Jackson Shaner. Nate 
Davis was promptly scored by 
first-year catcher Robert Tripp, 
whose grounder dribbled past 

See SPRING, page B4 See HAWKS, page B3

See BASEBALL, page B5

JEREMY 
VERNON
Sports Editor

Staff photo by Nikki Witt

Northwood freshman Camden Miller started on the mound 
Monday against East Chapel Hill. 
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SCORES & SCHEDULES

SCORES

TUESDAY, APRIL 4

Girls soccer

Asheboro Hybrid Academy 6, Chatham Charter 1
Woods Charter 3, Uwharrie Charter 1

Track and field

Seaforth finishes first, Chatham Charter second, 
Woods Charter fourth in both boys and girls team 
competition against Research Triangle, and Eno 
River Academy

Softball

Gray Stone Day 11, Chatham Charter 4
Western Alamance 10, Northwood 0

Baseball

Seaforth 12, Cummings 2 (Game 1)
Seaforth 12, Cummings 0 (Game 2)
Chatham Charter 4, Gray Stone Day 3
Bartlett Yancey 5, Chatham Central 3

Boys tennis

Seaforth 6, River Mill 3
Jordan-Matthews 8, Chatham Central 1

Boys lacrosse

Northwood 17, Cedar Ridge 2

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5

Track and field

Northwood girls finish first, boys finish second in 
Central 3A Conference meet

Boys tennis

Jordan 9, Northwood 0
Jordan-Matthews 8, Graham 1

Softball

Cedar Ridge 11, Seaforth 1

Baseball

Wheatmore 9, Jordan-Matthews 0
Northwood 11, River Mill 1
Clover Garden 3, Chatham Charter 2

Girls soccer

Western Alamance 7, Northwood 1

Girls lacrosse

Northwood 20, Riverside-Durham 1

THURSDAY, APRIL 6

Boys lacrosse

Northwood 18, Seaforth 7

Softball

Chatham Charter 17, River Mill 1
Chatham Central 10, Bartlett Yancey 0

Baseball

Northwood 7, Seaforth 5
Providence Grove 13, Jordan-Matthews 0

Girls lacrosse

Chapel Hill 18, Seaforth 0

Girls soccer

Woods Charter 2, Northwood 2

MONDAY, APRIL 10

Baseball

Northwood, East Chapel Hill

SCHEDULES

TUESDAY, APRIL 11

Boys tennis

Chatham Charter at North Moore (4 p.m.)

Baseball

Chatham Charter at Southern Wake Academy (5 
p.m.)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12

Boys tennis

Chatham Charter vs. Southern Wake Academy (4 
p.m.)

Girls soccer

Chatham Charter vs. North Moore (4:30 p.m.)

Softball

Chatham Charter vs. Ascendant Leadership Acad-
emy (5 p.m.)

Baseball

Jordan-Matthews vs. Southwestern Randolph (7 
p.m.)

THURSDAY, APRIL 13

Baseball

Chatham Central vs. Jordan-Matthews (7 p.m.)

FRIDAY, APRIL 14

Baseball

Chatham Charter at Triangle Math & Science (4:30 
p.m.)

Jordan-Matthews vs. Chatham Central (7 p.m.)

Girls soccer

Woods Charter at Franklin Academy (5 p.m.)

SATURDAY, APRIL 15

Track and field

Seaforth at Apex Relays (TBA)

MONDAY, APRIL 17

Boys golf

Chatham Central, Seaforth and Jordan-Matthews 
vs. North Moore at Beacon Ridge (3:30 p.m.)

Boys tennis

Seaforth vs. Jordan-Matthews (4:30 p.m.)
Chatham Central at Graham (4:30 p.m.)

Girls soccer

Woods Charter at Clover Garden (4 p.m.)
Jordan-Matthews vs. North Moore (6 p.m.)
Seaforth vs. Bartlett Yancey (6 p.m.)
Northwood at Williams (6:45 p.m.)

Softball

Jordan-Matthews vs. Northwood (6 p.m.)

Girls lacrosse

Seaforth at Carrboro (5 p.m.)

ters of  play, including a 
first-half  hat trick from 
sophomore attackman 
Cameron Exley.

In the first meeting 
between the two teams 
this year in mid-March, 
the Hawks only scored 
four goals. It was that 
stark difference in goals 
allowed that prompted 
Zelhof  to remind his back 
unit of  a point of  empha-
sis they have preached 
throughout the year.

“One thing we’ve been 
trying to work on is 
playing really tight and 
having communication,” 
Zelhof  said. “In the first 
half  we didn’t talk.”

As Northwood’s de-
fense regained its confi-
dence out of  the halftime 
break, the Chargers 
continued to pick apart 
Seaforth on the attacking 
end. For a squad that’s 
seen 10 different players 
score goals this season, 
the unit is undoubtedly 

headlined by seniors Will 
Smith, Taylor Laberge 
and Jason Walden — who 
have combined for 88 
goals and 38 assists this 
season.

The trio served as 
Northwood’s top scorers 
last year, but all three 
have upped their play in 
their respective senior 
seasons. 

Most importantly — 
like most of  Northwood’s 
roster this season — the 
three seniors have played 
with each other for multi-
ple years.

“They carry the mail 
for us and they’re great 
leaders,” head coach 
Randy Cox said. “We’ve 
tried to emphasize that 
since they were at the 
(Chatham) Cardinals. 
They’ve been a part of  
the Northwood program 
for the last four years.”

The Chatham Car-
dinals are the name of  
teams run by North 
Chatham Youth Lacrosse, 
which offers leagues 
and camps for boys in 
kindergarten all the 
way through 8th grade. 

According to its website, 
NCYL — which is run 
out of  Chapel Hill — is 
“dedicated to promoting 
the game of  lacrosse in 
Chatham County and 
surrounding areas.” 

Smith serves as the 
shifty midfielder who 
can attack any defender 
in space. Laberge and 
Walden, on the other 

hand, feed off one anoth-
er to form a potent duo 
in Northwood’s attack. 
Laberge’s laser-quick 
release allows him to fire 
heaters from upwards 
of  10 meters out, while 
Walden’s ability to probe 
and spin from behind the 
cage helps him create 
short-range opportuni-
ties. 

Both Walden and 
Laberge found the back 
of  the net within the first 
four minutes of  the third 
quarter, leading the way 
in a second half  that saw 
Northwood outscore Sea-
forth by a dozen points.

According to Zelhof, 
many of  the Chargers are 
simply “cherishing” their 
final year together as 
Northwood hits the home 
stretch of  the regular 
season. The Chargers 
hope the next several 
weeks bring them more 
late-season success than 
they had last spring, 
when they lost in the first 
round, 12-10, to confer-
ence foe Williams.

But for a team that has 
already won 11 games — 

one shy of  the program 
record of  12 set back 
in 2018  —  its core of  
players who have spent 

almost a decade together 
just want to make the 
most of  their final games 
as teammates.

SENIORS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Matt Ramey

Northwood sophomore defender/long-stick mid Ethan Kuball (right) 
hounds a Seaforth attacker during the Chargers’ 18-7 win last week.

 

Saturday, April 15 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

28 County Services Road 
(6 miles west of Pittsboro, off Hwy 64) 

Chatham County residents can bring household 
hazardous items such as 

 chemicals  cleaners  solvents  paint  
 pesticides  gasoline  antifreeze  electronics 

For a complete list of items visit  
www.chathamcountync.gov/hhw 

Household Hazardous  
Waste Events 2023 

No trash or empty containers.  
No business waste. 
No decal required.  

Must show proof of address. 

Questions? Call (919) 542-5516 

The Chatham County  
heriff s ffice will provide  

a free take back of  
unwanted medicines  

during this HHW event.  
Document shredding will be 

from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.
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have fun playing golf  together. 
For me, it’s just been a ton of  
fun watching them play. I’ve 
been a part of  a ton of  teams 
in my past. I’ve coached high 
school and college basket-
ball, some high school tennis 
and all sorts of  stuff. But 
this team is really unique 
and fun. When I ride up to a 
player during the match, the 
first thing they do is ask how 
everybody else is doing, which 
is a lot of  fun. It’s not a bad gig 

to watch some high-quality 
golf  each week. 

How does it feel knowing that 
you’re in the unique position of 
having no seniors and that you’ll 
have the opportunity to build 
something beyond this year?

It should be an amazing 
three years, to be honest with 
you. Of  our top six, we’ve got 
two freshmen, three sopho-
mores and one junior. If  we 
have these six stay together, 
and then we have a couple 
of  kids right behind them 
who are getting better by the 
day, this core group should 

be able to do some really 
amazing things. One of  the 
reasons we wanted to play 
against South Stanly is be-
cause that program has been 
so well-established for so 
long and has had great teams 
and great individual play-
ers over the years. For me, 
it’s going to be fun to see if  
Seaforth can build a program 
like that. There’s certainly 
enough quality golfers in our 
area that should be coming to 
Seaforth over time. It will be 
fun to build something that 
can last and be sustainable 
over time. 

What do you want to see from 
your team the rest of the season 
before regionals?

Number one, I’d like to see 
them continue to stick together 
and want to be part of  the team. 
A long, long time ago, I was a 
very good tennis player and 
I was part of  a team that was 
fortunate, in South Carolina, 
to win a state title. We’ve been 
talking a lot about maintaining 
that team connectivity in the 
midst of  an individual sport. 
Number two, we’ve been talking 
a lot about them understanding 
that every shot every day in 
practice and every match oppor-

tunity really matters. I’d like to 
see them focus down the stretch 
on committing to move on to 
the next shot no matter what 
happens and just maintaining a 
high level of  fun. We get on the 
bus every day and the first thing 
we talk about is, “We’re going 
to a golf  course. It’s a beautiful 
spring day. What could be bet-
ter?” That’s sort of  been their 
approach. They’re just having 
fun and enjoying the process.

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

HAWKS
Continued from page B1

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

Are you an older adult 
struggling with rising prices?
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Smith won the 100-, 200- and 
400-meter dashes at the Cha-
tham County Championships 
on April 1, and he followed it 
up by winning the same three 
events at his next meet at Sea-
forth on April 4. In four total 
meets this season, Smith has 
nine first-place finishes, includ-
ing four wins in the 400-meter.

While Smith looks like a 
seasoned sprinter, this is actu-
ally the first season competing 
with the Knights’ track and 
field team. Last spring, Smith 
played baseball for Chatham 
Charter, batting .412 with 14 
hits, 14 RBI and 18 runs scored 
over 19 games. 

Smith’s season-best times 
in the 100-, 200- and 400-meter 
dashes are 11.44, 23.19 and 
53.07 seconds, respectively. 
Those times would have placed 
fifth, seventh and ninth at last 
spring’s 1A state championship 
meet.

This year’s 1A mideast 
regionals take place at Pender 
High in Burgaw on May 13, 
while the 1A state champi-
onships will take place the 
following weekend on May 20. 
Smith figures to be a compet-
itor to take a podium spot in 
both meets.

Matt Murchison, 
sophomore, Chatham 
Central

No baseball player in the 

Mid-Carolina 1A/2A Confer-
ence has more RBI than Cha-
tham Central’s Matt Murchi-
son. In 14 games this season, 
the Bears’ sophomore has 
plated 26 runs, 11 more than 
the next closest player and the 
second-highest mark of  all 
batters in the 1A classification 
this season.

On top of  batting .375, 10 of  
Murchison’s 18 hits this season 
have been for extra bases. His 
six triples are also the most of  
any player in the 1A east this 
spring.

Last season, his first with 
the Bears, Murchison played 
25 games, batting .419 with 31 
hits, 25 RBI, seven doubles and 
two home runs. At his current 
pace, he would have 32 hits, 46 
RBI, seven doubles and 10 tri-
ples if  Central plays the same 
number of  games as it did in 
2022.

Of  course, the Bears want 
to play more games than that. 
Last season, Central lost in the 
fourth round of  the 1A state 
tournament to Perquimans, 
7-0. If  Murchison continues to 
produce runs at this pace for 
the Bears, they could make it 
even farther in the playoffs this 
year.

Mia Collins, senior, 
Northwood

The top player for North-
wood’s girls lacrosse team this 
season in terms of  points (63), 
senior Mia Collins has really 
saved her best season for last.

After totaling 28 goals and 

two assists as a sophomore 
and 46 goals and 12 assists as 
a junior, Collins already has 
51 goals and 12 assists in 12 
games played this season. Her 
knack for finding the back of  
the net has helped the Char-
gers to an 8-4 record entering 
the break.

This is Northwood’s fifth sea-
son as a program. The school 
record for wins in a year is 12, 
which the Chargers set while 
going 12-4 last spring. North-
wood lost in the second round 
of  the playoffs to Holly Springs, 
and Collins had one goal and 
one assist in the game. So far 
this spring, Collins has scored 
fewer than two goals in a game 
just twice. On the other hand, 
she’s tallied six games with at 
least five goals.

Right now, the Chargers 
are ranked as the No. 23 team 
in the state by MaxPreps and 
could secure a first-round 
playoff game with a solid close 
to the regular season. North-
wood should be OK in that 
regard considering how Collins 
is playing.

Woods Charter girls 
soccer

Despite its winning streak 
coming to an end last Thurs-
day with a 2-2 tie vs. North-
wood, the Woods Charter girls 
soccer team has arguably the 
best chance of  any Chatham 
County team to win a state 
championship this spring.

Last season, the Wolves 
made it all the way to the 1A 

state finals before losing to 
Christ the King. The 2022 team 
had three players with at least 
20 goals scored over 23 games, 
led by Leyla Noronha’s 50.

Entering their Tuesday 
game at Franklin Academy, 
this season’s Woods Charter 
team (10-0-1) has featured a 
more balanced attack, with 
five players scoring at least 
seven goals through the team’s 
first 10 games. And while 
Noronha is doing her part so 
far with 10 goals and eight 
assists, junior Sienna Gray 
and freshman Amanda Cherry 
lead the way with 16 goals 
each so far this season. In net, 
freshmen Wesley Oliver and 
Paige Apolito have combined 
for a goals against average of  
1.315.

The girls soccer regular 
season lasts longer than most, 
with the official last contests 
coming on May 11. Between 
now and then, the Wolves will 
play 10 more games, including 
a pair of  tough games with 
non-conference opponent Cor-
nerstone Charter (9-2-2). 

Woods Charter is ranked as 
the top team in the 1A east in 
MaxPreps’ latest rankings. If  
they maintain that mark, they 
will play at home in the play-
offs all the way up to the state 
championship round.

Jordan-Matthews boys 
tennis

While the top team in the 
Mid-Carolina 1A/2A boys 
tennis standings is Seaforth, 

right behind the Hawks with 
an 8-3 overall record and a 6-1 
league mark is Jordan-Mat-
thews.

The Jets have six of  their 
past seven matches, including 
a pair of  8-1 wins over Cha-
tham Central and Graham last 
week. This year’s Jets have 
already matched the win total 
of  last year’s team (8-5), and 
they need three more victories 
to equal their program record 
of  11 that they set in 2018.

The top two singles players 
for Jordan-Matthews this 
spring have been Weldon 
Thornton and Paul Lujan, who 
are 5-4 and 8-3, respectively, 
across the No. 1 and 2 singles 
spots. Ricardo Rocha Benitez 
has a 9-2 record, including a 
7-2 mark at No. 3, while Angel 
Gonzalez Surarez has gone 9-2 
overall and 7-2 at No. 4.

In doubles play, Lujan and 
Thornton have a 4-2 record 
as the Jets’ No. 1 team, while 
Gonzalez Suarez and Rocha 
Benitez are 3-0 at No. 1 and 5-3 
at No. 2.

Last spring, Jordan-Mat-
thews lost in the first round of  
the 2A state playoffs to Wash-
ington after a 16-day gap fol-
lowing their final regular sea-
son game. This time around, 
the Jets will have a smaller 
period of  time between games, 
an edge they hope will lift them 
to a deep postseason run. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Vernon 
can be reached at jeremy@
chathamnr.com or on Twitter at 
@jbo_vernon.  

SPRING
Continued from page B1

Staff photos by Peyton Sickles

A DAY OF UNITY
On April 4, Seaforth High School hosted its second Unified sports event of the school year. The event had a focus on track-and-field events, and offered 
student-athletes without intellectual disabilities and students with intellectual disabilities to come together and compete in different sporting events. 
Among the events were the 50-yard walk, 50-yard run, softball throw, tennis ball throw and the long jump. On a side field, Seaforth staff set up other 
sporting equipment, such as footballs, soccer balls and corn hole boards. Seaforth is one of over 8,000 schools across the United States with a Unified 
program. 

this is CIS!

100% of clients and 
families served by our 

Family Advocacy program 
report enhanced family 

functioning as a result of 
program services.
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the outstretched glove of  
junior East Chapel Hill 
third baseman Hueston 

Gorham.
The Chargers took a 

two-run lead of  their own 

in the fourth inning. Se-
nior Sal Delgado worked 
his way to a full count be-

fore knocking a blooper 
just over the head of  East 
sophomore pitcher Sam 

Lang, scoring sophomore 
Kaleb Howell. Sophomore 
Omar Gallegos scored 
the Chargers’ fifth run of  
the game from third after 
Lang threw the ball to 
second base, attempting 
to pick off a steal.

Junior Jake Leighton’s 
diving catch in center 
field to end the sixth 
inning, and an insurance 
run from Nate Davis 
in the seventh inning, 
served as an exclamation 
mark on the night.

“Tonight, we didn’t 
get comfortable with 
the lead,” said senior 
Seth Davis, who finished 
the game with two runs 
and two hits. “We kept 
fighting, we kept pushing, 
we kept advancing the 
lead, which allowed them 
to be uncomfortable and 
allowed us to be more 
comfortable.”

Aside from the 
Chargers’ grit on the 
offensive end, Delgado’s 
performance on the 
mound in relief  was 
crucial to Northwood’s 
win. The senior entered 
the game in the third 
inning and heeded his 
coach’s advice to “shut 
‘em down.”

“Just being able to 
come in the game,” Seth 
Davis said, “I mean, he 
pitched his heart out.”

Delgado gave up zero 
runs over five innings 
pitched. He allowed 
four hits and two walks 
but also managed to 
strike out five batters. 
In the back of  his mind 
throughout the night was 
the message from the 
Chargers recent team 
meeting — don’t let off 
the gas.

Now, thanks to North-
wood’s efforts against 
East, the Chargers enter 
Spring Break riding the 
high of  a three-game 
win streak. The team 
will return to action on 
April 18 to face Orange, 
the squad Robinson cites 
as “the team to beat” 
in Northwood’s confer-
ence.

BASEBALL
Continued from page B1

BOYS BASKETBALL

Northwood center Parrish still 
mulling college decision 

BY JEREMY VERNON
News + Record Sports 

Editor

At 7-feet flat, North-
wood senior Kenan Par-
rish isn’t used to looking 
up, but this season the 
Chargers boys basketball 
team brought on some-
one the 2023 graduate 
could look up to — literal-
ly and figuratively.

Northwood was aided 
by former UNC-Chapel 
Hill standout and NBA 
player Tyler Zeller, who 
served as an assistant 
coach during the Char-
gers’ run to the 2023 3A 
boys state title game. 
Standing just a shade 
taller than Parrish, Zeller 
knows what it takes to 
play the center position 
at the next level. And 
Parrish did all he could 
to soak up the big man’s 
knowledge of  the game.

“It was awesome having 
him around,” Parrish 
said. “He’s been to every 
single level that I want to 
be at. The biggest thing 
I took away from him is 
how physical the game 
can be. He’s a really 
strong guy, and he used 
that to his advantage.”

Playing in all 31 games 
this season, Parrish was 
third on the team in 
points (9.3) and rebounds 
(5.1) per game. On the 
offensive end, he made 
59.8% of  his shots from 
the field and knocked 
down five of  the 11 
3-pointers he attempted. 
Perhaps even more re-
markable is that he shot 
78.5% from the free-throw 
line, a mark of  consisten-
cy most big men struggle 
with.

Parrish said his 
shooting touch is one 
thing that separates him 
from some other taller 

forwards and centers, 
and it’s an ability that 
makes him stand out 
among his peers. Anoth-
er underrated aspect of  
his game is his ability to 
pass the ball. Whenever 
opposing teams would 
throw a zone defense at 
Northwood, it was often 
Parrish manning the soft 
spot at the top of  the key, 
catching entry passes 
before dishing to cut-
ting teammates or open 
shooters in the corners. 

While he only had 25 
assists this season, seven 
of  them came during 
Northwood’s run in the 
state playoffs.

“(Being a good passer 
is) very important, and I 
think that helps me be a 
little different from other 
bigs,” he said. “I watch 
(Nikola) Jokic a lot. I 
watch a ton of  him. He’s 
really good in the middle 
of  the court and at 
finding teammates. He’s 
someone I look up to.”

Jokic, who won back-
to-back MVP awards 
with the Denver Nuggets 
in 2020-21 and 2021-22, 
is by no means a tradi-
tional big man, known 
for cleaning the glass 
and scoring points in the 
paint. The special parts 
of  Jokic’s game is his 
ability to find open team-
mates and operate more 
like the team’s point 
guard despite standing 
6-foot-11.

Parrish said he wants 
that same impact on the 
court. Among his chief  
focuses this offseason 
have been improving 
his conditioning and 
strength, which he hopes 
will allow him to stay 
on the court for longer 
stretches. While effective 
in his time on the floor 
this past season, Parrish 
rarely played more than 
15-20 of  the 32 total min-
utes in a game.

Despite having some 
areas of  his game that 

need improvement, col-
lege coaches are starting 
to see the potential a 
player like Parrish can 
bring to the table with his 
size and skillset. 

Parrish already had 
offers from Army and 
Navy, and since this 
season ended he’s added 
two more: one from 
Wingate and the other 
from Appalachian State. 
The 7-footer visited the 
Mountaineers’ campus 
a few weeks ago and 
enjoyed what he saw, 
but he’s still not ready 
to make an decision on 
where he’ll play college 
ball.

“I’m also doing AAU, 
so things are pretty busy 
right now,” Parrish said. 
“I’m just trying to see 
how things shake out 
before the late signing, 
when I’m going to have to 
make a decision.”

The final day of  the 
Division-I basketball 
signing period is May 
17. From now until then, 
Parrish could very well 
pick up more offers as 
college scouts find more 
tape on him or see him 
play with his AAU team, 
Boo Williams.

Regardless of  where 
he ends up, Parrish 
could be a diamond in 
the rough for a pro-
gram if  he continues to 
work on his strength, 
conditioning and 
shot-making. He should 
certainly benefit from 
a college-level training 
staff, who might allow 
him to reach his full 
potential sooner than 
people think. 

Sports Editor Jeremy 
Vernon can be reached 
at jeremy@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
jbo_vernon.  

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood senior Kenan Parrish (shooting) 
averaged 9.3 points and 5.1 rebounds for the 
Chargers this past season.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood senior Kenan Parrish scored 10 points 
and had five rebounds in the Chargers’ loss to 
Central Cabarrus in the 3A state finals.

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Northwood senior Kenan Parrish has college 
scholarship offers from Appalachian State, Army, 
Navy and Wingate.

Staff photo by Nikki Witt

Northwood enters spring break on a three-game 
winning streak, including Monday’s 6-3 victory 
over East Chapel Hill.



CHATHAM CHAT | ‘BOOST YOUR BUDGET’ FOR SENIORS

Council on Aging sponsors week  
offering money-saving tips

Many senior citizens 
struggle with budgeting af-
ter finding themselves on a 
fixed income. The Chatham 
County Council on Aging is 
partnering with the Nation-
al Council on Aging to offer 
a program to help. 

This week, we speak 
with Jimmy Lewis, the 
COA’s grants and commu-
nications specialist, about 
the “Boost Your Budget” 
week endeavor and more.

What is “Boost Your Bud-
get” Week?

Boost Your Budget Week 
was established by the 
National Council on Aging 
as an annual educational 
campaign for low-income 
older adults regarding 
money-saving benefits that 
are often easily missed. 

By the time we reach 65 
years of age, the odds of  
being on a fixed income 
increase. And while income 
remains the same, the costs 
of everything — housing, 
health care and food — 
increase. More than 15 
million Americans over the 
age of 65 find themselves 
in this situation. It simply 
isn’t tenable for many 
without knowing where to 
go to potentially save a few 
dollars. The information 
age has created a deluge of  
voices, both legitimate and 
otherwise. Making sense 
of the chaos is something 
many older adults don’t 
have an interest in doing 
out of sheer exhaustion.

Why don’t more older 
adults take advantage of 
these opportunities?

In 2016, the NCOA 
commissioned a nation-
wide study to find out 
why this may be the case. 
They spoke with over 1,000 
adults over the age of 60 by 
phone who had incomes 
below 250% of the federal 
poverty line to discover 
their thoughts about 
benefit programs that can 
assist those with fixed 
incomes. They were keenly 
aware of programs such 
as Medicare, Medicaid and 
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, 
but some other programs 
that help older adults — 
like the Medicare Savings 
Program or the LIHEAP 
(Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program) were 
less known. Just over half  
of the respondents had 
knowledge of LIHEAP, 
which can assist with 

heating and cooling costs 
during extreme tempera-
ture periods. 

Survey respondents did 
not apply 
due to four 
key reasons: 
they weren’t 
aware of the 
program 
in the first 
place, they 
assumed the 

application process would be 
too difficult, they didn’t know 
where to apply, and lastly, 
they thought others needed 
the help more than them. 
Among program interests 
were help to pay for food 
costs, help to pay for heating 
and cooling, help to pay 
Medicare premiums and help 
to pay Medicare drug costs. 

It’s important to note 
that $30 billion dollars 
in benefits go unclaimed 
every year because older 
adults who would be oth-
erwise eligible are simply 
unaware that the programs 
exist or how to apply.

How can Chatham County 
older adults assess their eligi-
bility for these programs?

The NCOA has a spe-
cialized website at bene-
fitscheckup.org. On the 
home page, you can explore 
available benefits by simply 
entering your ZIP code. 
From there, you can click 
on the types of benefit 
programs you’re interested 
in — from health care & 
medication, food & nutri-
tion, housing and utilities, 
income, long-term care and 
more. Then check out the 
program options.

Here’s a fun fact: I 
entered a Chatham County 
zip code into the search 
engine, highlighted all the 
categories, and it returned 
100 different programs 
across 11 different catego-
ries. Keeping up with 100 
different programs can be 
hard enough for anybody, 
let alone our older adult 
population.

As always, we at the 
Chatham County Council 
on Aging are here to assist 
with questions. Give us a 
call at one of our two senior 
centers in Pittsboro 919-542-
4512 or Siler City 919-742-
3975 or visit us online at 
www.chathamcouncilonag-
ing.org. 

What if prospective partici-
pants want to check eligibility 
for benefits, but they don’t 
have access to a computer?

If you don’t have access 
to a computer or internet 
capability, the NCOA has 
a helpline that can answer 
your questions. Call 1-800-
794-6559 between 8 a.m. and 
7 p.m. weekdays.

What other upcoming 
events are in store at the 
Council on Aging?

We are getting ready to 
hit one of the most exciting 
times of the year, with the 
opening ceremonies of  
Chatham County Senior 
Games on Friday, April 28, 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the 
Eastern Chatham Senior 
Center in Pittsboro. 

The games will run 
through May 11 as over 300 
athletes age 50 and over 
will compete for the chance 
to represent Chatham 
County at the State Games 
in Raleigh later this year. 
The interest explosion in 
Senior Games has been 
phenomenal to observe, as 
we have set participation 
records in each of the last 
two years. Earlier this year, 
Chatham County Senior 
Games was presented with 
the “Thrive in Five Award,” 
marking a significant in-
crease in participation over 
the past five years. 

Prior to reaching the 
300-participant mark this 
year, we had 262 sign-ups 
in 2022 and just 108 in 2017. 
While Chatham County 
is getting older by any 
objective metric, it is also 
prioritizing its health and 
wellness alongside this.

Certainly, we should 
take a moment to recog-
nize the tireless efforts of  
our volunteers. Our work 
could not be accomplished 
at the scale and scope that 
it is without the Meals on 
Wheels drivers, volunteer 
tax preparers and those 
folks that are always willing 
to lend a hand to our exer-
cise and educational pro-
gramming. We are proud 
to honor these individuals 
with a Volunteer Appreci-
ation Banquet on Friday, 
April 21, from 1-3 p.m. at 
Chatham County Agricul-
ture & Conference Center.

POLICE REPORTS
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From Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office

On April 3, Krystal Shirid 
Jones, 47, of  3283 Buckhorn 
Road, Sanford, was arrested 
by Deputy Zackary Gross for 
embezzlement. She was issued 
a written promise and is sched-
uled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court on April 
24.

On April 3, John Walter 
Mason, 38, of  3283 Buckhorn 
Road, Sanford, was arrested by 
Deputy Gross for conspiracy 
to obtain property by false 
pretenses and false pretenses/
swindle/confidence game. He 

was issued a written promise 
and is scheduled to appear 
in Chatham County District 
Court on April 24.

On April 3, Phillip Andrew 
Jones, 42, of  1394 Silk Hope 
Road, Siler City, was arrest-
ed by SSgt. Ashley Ellington 
for failure to appear — child 
support. He was issued a $1,000 
cash purge payment and does 
not need to appear in court.

On April 3, Ashley Shanta 
Brewer Harris, 31, of  1003 Dev-
on Close St., Lot 47, Siler City, 
was arrested by Cpl. Michael 
Cox for two counts of  failure to 
appear. She was issued a $2,500 
secured bond and is scheduled 

to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on April 6.

On April 3, Clarence Reid 
Montgomery, 34, of  180 Fallen 
Oak Lane, Chapel Hill, was 
arrested by Deputy Alber-
to Estrada for assault on a 
female. No bond was set and 
he is scheduled to appear in 
Durham County District Court 
on April 19.

On April 4, Ronald Lamonte 
Pass, 34, of  41 William Goins 
Drive, Siler City, was arrest-
ed by Deputy Rami Amer for 
assault on a female. He was 
issued a written promise to 
appear, GPS monitoring, and 
pre-trial release conditions. He 

is scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court on 
April 25.

On April 4, Thomas Max 
Valdivia, 32, of  5400 Quail 
Creek Court, Raleigh, was ar-
rested by SSgt. Cox for misde-
meanor larceny. He was issued 
a written promise and is sched-
uled to appear in Wake County 
District Court on May 2.

On April 5, Tawana Lynn 
Sanford, 39, of  151 Elder Road, 
Siler City, was arrested by 
Deputy Conner Bussey for 
unauthorized use of  motor 
vehicle. She was issued a writ-
ten promise and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 

District Court on April 26.
On April 5, Lakeem Hender-

son, 33, of  243 St. Cloud Village, 
Kissimmee, Florida, was 
arrested by Cpl. Robert Pelkey 
for failure to appear. He was 
issued a written promise and is 
scheduled to appear in Cha-
tham County District Court on 
April 5.

On April 5, Dwight Leander 
Solomon, 49, of  1471 Taylors 
Chapel Road, Sanford, was 
arrested by Deputy Bussey 
for failure to appear – release 
order. He was issued a $50,000 
secured bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham County 
District Court on April 24. 

Lewis

Your Prescription
Your Responsibility

Supported by the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services, with 
funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Opioid STR/Cures (Grant #1H79 TI080257) and SPF-RX (Grant #1U79 SP022087).

BE AWARE. DON’T SHARE.

lockyourmeds.org/nc

For more information contact 

Terri Fowler 336-413-4237  
tfowler@insightnc.org

Derrick Vickers 336-287-2411  
dvickers@insightnc.org

SP1431
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PITTSBORO COMMISSIONERS

Board OKs land use 
plan, adopts system 

development fee
BY TAYLOR HEEDEN

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — The town’s board of  
commissioners approved a new future 
land use plan and adopted a system 
development fee at its regular meeting 
Monday evening. 

The land use plan was discussed 
during a public hearing, where acting 
Planning Director Janie Phelps intro-
duced the item to the board. 

“This has been a lot of  discussions, 
meetings, but they’ve all been very 
profitable,” she said. “We’ve had a lot of  
input from the community through sur-
veys … the community was involved.”

The last time the land use plan was 
updated was in 2012. Because Pittsboro 
looks different than when the plan was 
last considered, town staff felt it was 
important to return to it and see what 
needed to be changed.

Jake Petrosky is the director of  Stew-
art, the engineering firm contracted 
to draft a land use plan for Pittsboro. 
He gave a presentation on what the 
proposed land use plan looks like and 
what changes have been made since 
2012. Petrosky went into detail on how 
public input helped to shape the land 
use plan draft, which helped to create 
four priorities to consider when adopt-
ing the plan. 

“The priorities that we heard from 
the survey folks were the improvement 
of  utilities and infrastructure, environ-
mental protection and conservation, 
preservation of  character and growth 
management,” he said. 

The proposed land use plan will have 
four main components: land use and 
housing, downtown, infrastructure, 
and natural resources conservation. 
Petrosky said each component has a 
list of  priorities the board can use when 
granting zoning requests. By using 
those priorities suggested by the public, 
the board can make sure Pittsboro 
matches the vision they and the resi-
dents want to see.

Commissioner Kyle Shipp said he’s 
glad to see the updated land use plan, 
as one of  the main reasons he ran for 

office was to create a new plan. 
“I think the important thing to 

remember … is that it (the future 
land use plan) is abstract,” he said. “I 
think it’s important for us to have it, 
to update it and to continue to look for 
updates.”

Commissioner Jay Farrell thanked 
Phelps and her staff for the work they 
completed and how it will help future 
boards legislate down the road. 

“This one is much better and easier 
to maneuver,” he said. “I thank y’all 
very much.”

The board also adopted a new system 
development fee (SDF) to be a combined 
value of  $11,000 to tap into both the 
town’s water and sewer systems. The 
move came after multiple public hear-
ings on the item. 

SDFs are one-time payments made 
by developers to municipalities during 
construction to connect to water and 
sewer systems. The fees help pay for the 
connection, as well as to fund projects 
the town will need to take on to im-
prove existing infrastructure to handle 
more residents using town facilities.

Engineering firm Freese and 
Nichols conducted a study to help 
determine the maximum SDF Pitts-
boro could charge per service unit. 
Currently, the town charges $4,200 
to tap into the water and wastewater 
system. Freese and Nichols calculated 
Pittsboro could charge up to $39,000 
per service unit, more than nine times 
the current fee. 

Interim Town Manager Kent Jackson 
presented the board with two models 
for the SDF: a high option and a low 
option. The high option would have the 
SDF set to $26,353.50 per service unit 
while the low option would cost $10,638 
per service unit. 

“We were trying to examine and flesh 
out as many different perspectives and 
considerations as we could,” Jackson 
said. 

Shipp said he thought the town 
should aim lower when it comes to 
establishing a SDF because it will help 

See BOARD, page B8

Bowen Insurance Agency is located at:

1345 Thompson Street

 

Give us a call at 919-444-2499

www.boweninsurance.com

Bowen Insurance 

Agency 

serves Pittsboro, 

Chapel Hill, Siler City, 

and the surrounding 

communities.

C
all Bowen Insurance Agency today 

for all of your insurance needs!  

We specialize in homeowners, auto, 

and life insurance.

We are OPEN 
and here for you.

Jennifer McLaurin



B8   |   Chatham News + Record   |   APRIL 13 - 19, 2023

NEWS BRIEFS

CMG’s Mann recognized 
as a Scotsman Guide Top 

Originator
Chet Mann, a distinguished area sales 

manager at CMG Home Loans, has been 
recognized as a Scotsman Guide Top 
Originator for 2022. 

For Mann, who has offices in Pitts-
boro and Sanford, the award is a notable 
industry benchmark for residential 
mortgage originators across the country 
and is largely recognized as the indus-
try’s most comprehensive list of  verified 
rankings. To make the list, originators 
must secure $40 million or more in 
production or have closed 100 or more 
loans within the previous calendar year. 
The 2022 calendar year marks Mann’s 
sixth consecutive Scotsman Guide Top 
Originator award. 

In 2022, Mann and his team helped 
336 families with their home loan and 
totaled over $82 million in loan volume. 
He has proudly served the greater North 
Carolina area for the past 12 years and 
boasts 74 five-star reviews from happy 
clients and 224 Testimonial Tree reviews. 
Mann and his team specialize in a wide 
variety of  loan programs, including the 
All In One Loan, VA Loans, investment 
property loans, N.C. Housing first-time 
home buyer programs, and all forms 
of  Conventional Loans. Through CMG 
Home Loans, he also offers competitive 
rates, quick closings, reliable preap-
provals, and down payment assistance 
options. 

“I am humbled to be recognized in the 
Scotsman Guide again this year,” Mann 
said. “I love serving families and helping 
them build wealth through home owner-
ship. Being a mortgage advisor and con-
sultant to people who want to buy and 
own real estate is what drives me. Seeing 
them close on their new home is what 
keeps me doing it day after day. There 
is no greater feeling. I have an amazing 
local team and an incredible company 
that support my efforts and provide the 
ultimate customer experience. Our refer-
ral partners are second to none and with 
them I am proud to do our part to build 
the communities we serve, one customer 
at a time.”

Mann’s offices are at 212 Hawkins 
Avenue in Sanford and 367 Freedom 
Parkway, Suite 110, in Pittsboro.

Interactive map offers a way 
to share location-specific 

ideas and comments.

PITTSBORO — The Chatham County 
Parks and Recreation Department is 
working with Triangle J Council of  Gov-
ernments (TJCOG) and Alta Planning + 
Design to conduct a feasibility study for 
the Haw River Trail. 

This study will identify opportunities 
for the development of  land-based trails 
along the Haw River from the Alamance 
County border to Jordan Lake. It will 
also identify opportunities for further 
development of  the paddle trail along the 
Haw River in Chatham County. 

The study is in the public input phase, 
and an interactive map offers a way to 
share location-specific ideas and com-
ments. Individuals can suggest destina-
tions, routes or features for the trail and 
identify barriers to trail development by 
dropping pins or drawing lines on the 
interactive map. Comments and sugges-
tions can be seen by other users of  the 

map. It is optional for survey respon-
dents to provide their name with their 
input.

The map will be available online until 
late spring/early summer when the draft 
of  the study will be released. The study 
draft will be available for public review 
and comment in early summer.

Individuals are asked to visit the inter-
active map and leave their comments at: 
https://hawrivertrailstudy.altaplanning.
cloud.

For more information and to stay up to 
date with the Haw River Trail feasibility 
study, individuals may visit: https://
www.chathamcountync.gov/HawRiv-
erTrailStudy or contact Ben Rippe, 
Chatham County trails and open space 
planner, at ben.rippe@chathamcoun-
tync.gov or 919-545-8553.

Library hosts  
‘Poetry off the Page’

In recognition of  National Poetry 
Month, Chatham Community Library 
will host “Poetry off the Page (POP)” 
with Robin Hall from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 20, in the Holmes Fami-
ly Meeting Room. 

Poetry off the Page is an open mic 
event to celebrate and share words that 
move us. Poetry isn’t on the page — it 
only visits. Poetry is in us. Be bold. Be 
heard. And have fun! Share your own 
work or any piece that moves you. If  you 
feel like singing, please do. Come expe-
rience a night of  poetry magic as poetry 
moves off the page and into our hearts.

Arrive at 6:30 p.m. for poetry creation 
stations, including blackout poetry, post-
it note poetry, a haiku poster and art-in-
spired poems. Explore your creativity 
with no pressure. The open mic will 
begin at 7 p.m., and each reader will have 
five to eight minutes to perform.

Sign up in advance at https://tinyurl.
com/poetryoffthepage or sign up in 
person on the day of  the program. This 
program is best suited for 16-year-olds 
and up.

Robin Hall holds an MFA in Writing 
from Vermont College of  Fine Arts. Her 
debut picture book, The Littlest Weaver, 
will release in fall 2023 from Familius, 
an imprint of  Hachette Publishing. 
She teaches creative writing and yoga 
to all ages, and lives in North Carolina 
on a tiny farm with one husband, five 
children, four dogs, three looms and too 
many chickens to count.

This program is free and open to the 
public and is made possible with the 
generous support of  the Friends of  the 
Chatham Community Library

Library hosts ‘Discovering 
Your Own Backyard’ event

In recognition of  Earth Day on April 
22, Chatham Community Library will 
host, “Discovering Your Own Backyard: 
A Brief  Guide into North Carolina’s 
Natural World” with Alexis Longmire, 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, April 13, 
in the Holmes Family Meeting Room.

As North Carolina inhabitants, we 
are all familiar with the iconic flora and 
fauna of  our state: black bears, loblolly 
pines, white-tailed deer, bass, and more. 
However, many underestimate the true 
uniqueness of  N.C., which some have 
claimed to be the most biodiverse state 
in the country. From the caves and old-
growth forests of  our mountains to the 
fire-dependent prairies and woods of  the 

piedmont and even to the carnivorous 
plant bogs and beaches of  our beloved 
coast, come learn about N.C.’s amazing 
natural world and how we can better live 
within it. 

Longmire is a second year PhD 
student in ecology at the University 
of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She 
currently researches estuarine ecology 
off the coast of  N.C., specifically looking 
at juvenile marine animal habitats and 
marine landscape patterns. She received 
her Bachelor’s degree in marine science 
and biology from the University of  Ala-
bama, where she also aided in research-
ing the effects of  damming on freshwater 
communities and the behavioral ecology 
of  an important mangrove fish species. 
She also did a brief  stint in South Dakota 
working with fisheries scientists but is 
originally from East Tennessee.

This program is free and open to 
the public and made possible with the 
generous support of  the Friends of  the 
Chatham Community Library.

Soil and Water Conservation 
District welcomes residents to 

Creek Geeks Field Day

SILER CITY — Community members 
of  all ages are invited to join the Chatham 
Soil and Water Conservation District for 
Creek Geeks Field Day from 1 to 3:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, April 22, at Boling Lane Park 
located at 302 South Fir Ave. in Siler City. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
The rain date for this event is April 23.

The town of  Siler City installed Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) at Boling 
Lane Park such as wetlands and riparian 
buffers. Chatham Soil and Water Con-
servation staff will provide tours of  the 
park, where they will discuss the BMPs, 
native vegetation and the overall benefits 
for the Loves Creek Watershed.

Attendees will be able to participate in 
several interactive activities including:

• Explore some of  the techniques used 
in stream health assessment and water 
quality testing in the creek running 
along Boling Lane Park

• Search for macroinvertebrate critters 
living in the creek

• Measure chemical and physical pa-
rameters to assess the water quality

• Using an EnviroScape watershed 
model, learn how nonpoint source pol-
lutants affect waterways

• Learn how to make small changes, as 
individuals and collectively, which add 
up to a large impact

Each of  these activities will repeat ev-
ery 45 minutes to give attendees a chance 
to visit all of  them. The Chatham Soil and 
Water Conservation District will distrib-
ute educational activity books as well.

Residents who wish to attend are 
asked to register online at: https://docs.
google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScP-
pUYRYYoF7hx8ljY0jX9DEr_mnIAeE-
jBoiDzlE79NQCviUw/viewform?usp=sf_
link. Please be prepared to sign waivers 
at check-in on the day of  the event.

Questions about this event may be 
directed to Brandy Oldham, Chatham 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
administrator and education coordina-
tor, at 919-545-8440 or brandy.oldham@
chathamcountync.gov.

‘Broadway Our Way’  
set for Saturday, April 15

BROADWAY — When the population 

of  a town quadruples in two hours, it is 
sure to be for a fantastic event. With five 
bands, 92 vendors, a loaded kid’s zone 
and a food truck rodeo, the 2023 Broad-
way Our Way festival scheduled for 
April 15 is lining up to be one of  the most 
popular events the town has seen.

Headlining this year’s festival at the 
Jammin’ on Main Street Dance is The 
Main Event Band. Billed as “the ultimate 
party band,” the group performs R&B, 
soul, beach, country, and funk, and will 
perform on the Main Stage beginning at 
7 p.m.

The Main Stage will also host Sweet 
Potato Pie, Tonk Honky, The Simple-
tones, and The Dalton Davis band with 
concerts throughout the day. 

Festival goers can participate in a 
cornhole tournament (registration on 
site), a car show (registration on site), or 
enjoy a wealth of  culinary choices across 
a food truck rodeo and five downtown 
restaurants. The street will be filled with 
vendors offering crafts, handmade items, 
services and custom items. All street fair 
events begin at 10 a.m.

This year’s kid’s activities include 
inflatables, princesses, heroes, face 
painting and area college mascots.

For a full lineup of  events, with 
times, go to visitsanfordnc.com/signa-
ture-events.

CCCC Summer Youth Camps 
offer fun, learning

SANFORD — Central Carolina Com-
munity College Summer Youth Camps 
not only provide children and youth with 
an entertaining learning experience, but 
also lifetime interests and experience 
with a possible professional career.

The offerings vary, but all are avail-
able at a reasonable price or free.

Culinary
Junior Chef  Baking Camp: A class 

for students ages 9-14 who share a pas-
sion for cooking and possibly a career 
as a Pastry Chef. Students will learn to 
prepare various items, including sweet 
and savory appetizers, breads, and 
desserts.

Junior Chef  Cooking Camp: A class 
for students ages 9-14 who share a pas-
sion for cooking and possibly a career 
in culinary arts. Students will prepare 
various items including entrees, appetiz-
ers, and desserts.

Kids Cooking Camp: A cooking class 
for Post K to 9 years old who share a pas-
sion for cooking. Students will prepare 
various items including healthy snacks, 
lunches, and desserts.

STEM
STEM Academy - Health Scienc-

es (rising 6th-9th graders): A camp 
experience for students interested in 
exploring STEM skills used in careers 
in Health Sciences, including Dental 
Hygiene, Dental Assisting, Nursing, 
Medical Assisting, Sonography, Veteri-
nary Medical Technology, Health Infor-
mation Technology, Human Services, 
and Health & Fitness Science. Campers 
will take part in hands-on STEM learn-
ing with CCCC faculty in these areas 
by conducting experiments/research, 
observing demonstrations, and using 
tools of  the trade. Registration fees for 
this camp are waived through a grant 
from the Pentair Foundation. This 
camp includes an off-campus field trip 
on Friday.

make them competi-
tive with surrounding 

communities like Apex, 
Sanford and Fuquay-Va-
rina. 

“Even at $10,638, that’s 
higher than almost every-
where around us,” he 

said. “So if  somebody is 
looking to build a new de-
velopment or bring a new 
grocery store, and they’re 
looking between Pitts-
boro and Fuquay, what 

we decide tonight could 
be the tipping factor for 
that.”

Jackson explained be-
cause of  the N.C. General 
Assembly passed the SDF 
bill stating municipali-
ties had to review SDFs 
every five years five years 

ago, many jurisdictions 
surrounding Pittsboro 
are set to reexamine and, 
most likely, increase their 
SDFs. 

“It’s been accurately 
and well stated that that 
comparison doesn’t have 
bearings on the fee that 

we set,” he said. “There 
may be benefit to sharing 
information, being very 
aware of  what others are 
doing.”

Reporter Taylor Heeden 
can be reached at theed-
en@chathamnr.com. 
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Continued from page B7



CN+R ENTERTAINMENT
APRIL 13 - 19, 2023   |   Chatham News + Record   |   B9

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

Free blood
pressure

checks for
ALL

Chatham
County

residents!
 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
each Wednesday

 
127 E. Raleigh St.,

Siler City

919-663-0177

Storms?  Accidents?  Fire!

Pack Your Bags 
& Plan Your 

Travel Now! 
CALL NC TRA VEL

919-742-2839 or  Email Amy: apugh@northcarolinatravel.net
Check out our website: www.nctravel.world

105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC
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chatham county's best-read email newsletter.

6,500 readers, 4 times a week.
subscribe at chathamnewsrecord.com 
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We are cooperative, social-minded, curious, inclusive, searching.
A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com

Eggs, crispy onions and salt. Score!
One is a relative 

newcomer that comes 
with many names and 
in many colors.

The second is so 
ubiquitous at the 
holidays that it has 
become almost an 
American inside joke.

And the third has 
been around since 
before time.

It’s a possibility that 
you are sick of  me waxing away about 
how wonderful eggs are; how healthy, 
how nutritious, how versatile, and still, 
even now, how inexpensive.

And it’s also possible that this week I 
am pushing the limits of  your culinary 
patience concerning eggs.

But wait, there’s more! 
I know I gave you an easy way to soft 

boil eggs which makes cleanup and 
peeling simplified.

And you can live your entire life 
using that method and leave this earth 
as a happy, fulfilled ovum eater.

Recently, though, I purchased a prod-
uct that hath left me shook.

I’m not a big fan of  the Tik Tok and 
Tik Tok product recommendations. I’m 
not a fan of  fad kitchen products. And 
I’m not a fan of  unitaskers.

But what I bought was all three — 
and I love it.

It’s an egg cooker.
If  you type egg cooker into an Ama-

zon search bar, many products will pop 
up. They go by brand names such as 
Chefman, Bella, Evoloop. I purchased 
a Dash. Because it was on sale for $12. I 
figured if  I was buying an egg-cooking 
lemon, I wasn’t going into debt for it.

It’s just a simple heating element 
with an insert that holds the eggs. You 
put a pinhole in each shell, add some 
water, cover, and start. When the water 
cooks off, the eggs are done.

The more water you add, the harder 
cook you get. You can go from liquid 
yolk to yolk cooked through.

Why is this so much better than the 
old school way?

Speed and ease of  use are biggies. I 
can soft boil half  a dozen eggs in less 
than five minutes using just one small 

plug-in appliance.
But as good as that is there’s an 

added bonus that I didn’t know about 
until I cooked my first batch. Using this 
gadget makes peeling the eggs super-
naturally easy. I have undercooked the 
eggs and still, even with a fully liquid 
yolk, the shell slips off like a French 
nightgown. It literally pulls away from 
the egg and rarely takes any white with 
it.

I love this machine and will fight 
anyone who tries to take it away.

Number two: crispy onions — you 
know, the stuff that tops that annual 
green bean casserole?

I bought it because I planned on mak-
ing Monterey Spaghetti (see my column 
from October 2022) when I had Covid 
and they were part of  the recipe.

I made the dish and it was really 
tasty. But there were leftover onions. 
So, what’s a girl with a carb fixation 
and a hatred of  wasting food to do?

Well, this girl began liberally sprin-
kling them on pretty much everything 
savory in my apartment.

They are terrific on salad. They add 
both crispiness and an onion kick. Even 
The Kid, who normally has no love for 
onions, loves them.

I like them sprinkled on open faced 
sandwiches, like avocado toast. They’re 
great on soup. Use them in place of  
bread or cracker crumb topping. I 
throw them in any foods that can take 
a little onion flavor and wants their 
unique crispy texture.

I use them so much, I purchase in 
large quantities. Costco stopped carry-
ing the giant sacks of  oniony goodness 
after the holidays, so now my friend Mr. 
Bezos at Amazon has them regularly 
shipped to me.

And finally: all salt is sea salt.
Even if  it’s mined from deep in the 

earth or gathered from the Himalayas, 
which couldn’t be further from the sea.

But once, back millions of  years ago, 
there was an ocean in what is now the 
sky. And that ocean left behind caverns 
made of  NaCl.

Six thousand years before the Com-
mon Era, humans were refining and 
producing salt. The vast majority of  
salt used in food is iodized salt, uni-

form in size and flavor. This is not a 
bad thing. The iodine added to the salt 
almost completely eradicated goiters, 
the disfiguring neck growths that come 
from a lack of  that iodine.

But like a huge swath of  food and 
cooking, salt has gotten glamorous.

Varieties, such as untreated sea salt 
in many different grinds, are readily 
available, as well as Kosher salt, a 
coarser, larger grain that is so beloved 
of  cooks of  all stripes.

But there is another kind of  salt: 
finishing salt. Large flakes of  dia-
mond-clear salt that is perfect sprin-
kled on top of  a finished dish. When 
eaten like this one gets a salty hit and a 

crunch that adds so much to the enjoy-
ment of  the food.

It also makes a visually impressive 
finish to sweets such as chocolate and/
or caramel.

So, no recipe this week, but an assign-
ment for you, Gentle Reader.

If  you try one of  these products, let 
me know how you liked them.

If  you have a terrific new food/cook-
ing acquisition, let me know what it is 
and what you think of  it (even duds can 
teach us something, but if  not, at least 
possibly function as a hilarious cau-
tionary tale).

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.mom.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Eggs and crispy onions can dress up many meals.
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$5,000
CDL Drivers get a

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C

4 4 1 1  W  G A T E  C I T Y  B L V D .  |  G R E E N S B O R O  |  N C
8  A M  -  5  P M  |  M O N D A Y  -  F R I D A Y

( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

sign-on bonus


